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Week 1

Jesus volunteers to be our Savior

from the January 1983 Friend

Before this earth was organized so that we could live on it, we lived very
happily as spirit children of our heavenly parents. Our spirits looked
like the physical bodies that we have now, and each spirit had a distinct
personality with strengths and weaknesses. While in this spirit world,
we grew until we could no longer progress without a physical body. We
wanted to prove our worthiness and become more like our Heavenly Fa-
ther. We were anxious to receive a physical body and undergo a time of
testing.

Heavenly Father called a great council of all His spirit children. All
the noble and great ones who would live on the earth were there—
future prophets, apostles, presidents, mothers and fathers, and all those
who would come to earth in the last days to teach the gospel to the peo-
ple of the world.

Heavenly Father explained that an earth would be prepared for us
and that we would each receive a physical body. While on earth, we
would have our agency, the freedom to choose between right and wrong.
Of course, Heavenly Father knew we would be happier if we chose the
right, but agency meant that we would also have the ability to choose
the wrong. To help us make right choices, we would be taught gospel
principles so that we would know how we should live.

Heavenly Father told us that after we were born on earth, we would
not remember our life in heaven. We would need to use faith, to trust
in God without being able to see Him. Heavenly Father knew from His
own experiences that choosing the right is sometimes very hard but that
this would make us stronger. He also knew that some of His children
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would choose evil and would be unable to return to Him, however much
He loved them.

Heavenly Father knew we would all make mistakes, and He explained
that we would need a savior, a person who would be willing to atone for
our sins so that we could receive forgiveness when we repent. One of
the Spirits among us was like God. He offered to serve Heavenly Father
and be a savior for all the spirit children. This was Jesus. Because of His
great love for us, His brothers and sisters, He offered to give His life to
atone for our sins. He would also teach us what we must do to return
to Heavenly Father. Unselfishly He said, “Father, thy will be done, and
the glory be thine forever.”

Lucifer, another of God’s spirit sons, proposed, “Behold, here am I,
send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all mankind, that one soul
shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; wherefore give me thine honor.”

Lucifer’s willful, glory-seeking plan would have forced all the chil-
dren of God to return to heaven. He wanted to take away our greatest
gift, the right to choose for ourselves. Lucifer would not have allowed
anyone to make a wrong decision, and we would have been like pup-
pets with him controlling us.

Some of God’s children liked Lucifer’s idea, and one-third of them de-
cided to follow him. Heavenly Father loved Lucifer and these spirit chil-
dren, but because they refused to follow His plan, they were no longer
worthy to remain with Him. Therefore they were cast out of heaven and
could not be born on the earth and receive physical bodies.

Many of those who followed Heavenly Father’s plan were ordained
to do important things on earth. Each of us has received special talents
and abilities that can be increased when we use them to help each other.
Heavenly Father has provided everything we need to return to Him.

Abraham 3:22-28

Now the Lord had shown unto me, Abraham, the intelligences that were
organized before the world was; and among all these there were many of
the noble and great ones; and God saw these souls that they were good,
and he stood in the midst of them, and he said: “These I will make my
rulers;” for he stood among those that were spirits, and he saw that they



were good; and he said unto me: “Abraham, thou art one of them; thou
wast chosen before thou wast born.”

And there stood one among them that was like unto God, and he said
unto those who were with him: “We will go down, for there is space
there, and we will take of these materials, and we will make an earth
whereon these may dwell; and we will prove them herewith, to see if
they will do all things whatsoever the Lord their God shall command
them; and they who keep their first estate shall be added upon; and they
who keep not their first estate shall not have glory in the same kingdom
with those who keep their first estate; and they who keep their second
estate shall have glory added upon their heads for ever and ever.”

And the Lord said: “Whom shall I send?” And one answered like
unto the Son of Man: “Here am I, send me.” And another answered
and said: “Here am I, send me.” And the Lord said: “I will send the
first.” And the second was angry, and kept not his first estate; and, at
that day, many followed after him.

Christ made the Earth

JST John 1:1-5 (Appendix)

In the beginning was the gospel preached through the Son. And the
gospel was the word, and the word was with the Son, and the Son was
with God, and the Son was of God. The same was in the beginning with
God.

All things were made by him; and without him was not anything
made which was made. In him was the gospel, and the gospel was the
life, and the life was the light of men; and the light shineth in the world,
and the world perceiveth it not.

Moses 1:30-39; 2:1, 26-27

And it came to pass that Moses called upon God, saying: “Tell me, I
pray thee, why these things are so, and by what thou madest them?”
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And behold, the glory of the Lord was upon Moses, so that Moses
stood in the presence of God, and talked with him face to face. And the
Lord God said unto Moses: “For mine own purpose have I made these
things. Here is wisdom and it remaineth in me. And by the word of
my power, have I created them, which is mine Only Begotten Son, who
is full of grace and truth. And worlds without number have I created;
and I also created them for mine own purpose; and by the Son I created
them, which is mine Only Begotten. And the first man of all men have
I called Adam, which is many.

“But only an account of this earth, and the inhabitants thereof, give
I unto you. For behold, there are many worlds that have passed away
by the word of my power. And there are many that now stand, and in-
numerable are they unto man; but all things are numbered unto me, for
they are mine and I know them.”

And it came to pass that Moses spake unto the Lord, saying: “Be mer-
ciful unto thy servant, O God, and tell me concerning this earth, and the
inhabitants thereof, and also the heavens, and then thy servant will be
content.”

And the Lord God spake unto Moses, saying: “The heavens, they are
many, and they cannot be numbered unto man; but they are numbered
unto me, for they are mine. And as one earth shall pass away, and the
heavens thereof even so shall another come; and there is no end to my
works, neither to my words. For behold, this is my work and my glory—
to bring to pass the immortality and eternal life of man.” [...]

And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto Moses, saying: “Behold,
I reveal unto you concerning this heaven, and this earth; write the words
which I speak. I am the Beginning and the End, the Almighty God; by
mine Only Begotten I created these things; yea, in the beginning I cre-
ated the heaven, and the earth upon which thou standest. [...]

“And I, God, said unto mine Only Begotten, which was with me from
the beginning: ‘Let us make man in our image, after our likeness;” and
it was so. And I, God, said: ‘Let them have dominion over the fishes
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all
the earth, and over every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth.
And I, God, created man in mine own image, in the image of mine Only
Begotten created I him; male and female created I them.”
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The Fall and the need for a Savior

Moses 4:1-21; 5:1, 4-11

And I, the Lord God, spake unto Moses, saying: “That Satan [...] is the
same which was from the beginning, and he came before me, saying—
‘Behold, here am I, send me, I will be thy son, and I will redeem all
mankind, that one soul shall not be lost, and surely I will do it; where-
fore give me thine honor.’

“But, behold, my Beloved Son, which was my Beloved and Chosen
from the beginning, said unto me—Father, thy will be done, and the
glory be thine forever.’

“Wherefore, because that Satan rebelled against me, and sought to
destroy the agency of man, which I, the Lord God, had given him, and
also, that I should give unto him mine own power; by the power of mine
Only Begotten, I caused that he should be cast down; and he became Sa-
tan, yea, even the devil, the father of all lies, to deceive and to blind men,
and to lead them captive at his will, even as many as would not hearken
unto my voice.

“And now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field
which I, the Lord God, had made. And Satan put it into the heart of the
serpent, (for he had drawn away many after him,) and he sought also to
beguile Eve, for he knew not the mind of God, wherefore he sought to
destroy the world. And he said unto the woman: “Yea, hath God said—
“Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden [of Eden]?”” (And he spake
by the mouth of the serpent.)
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“And the woman said unto the serpent: “We may eat of the fruit of the
trees of the garden; but of the fruit of the tree which thou beholdest in
the midst of the garden, God hath said—"Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die.””

“And the serpent said unto the woman: “Ye shall not surely die; for
God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil.’

“And when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
became pleasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make her wise,
she took of the fruit thereof, and did eat, and also gave unto her hus-
band with her, and he did eat. And the eyes of them both were opened,
and they knew that they had been naked. And they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves aprons.

“And they heard the voice of the Lord God, as they were walking in
the garden, in the cool of the day; and Adam and his wife went to hide
themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees of the
garden. And I, the Lord God, called unto Adam, and said unto him:
‘Where goest thou?’

“And he said: ‘I heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, be-
cause I beheld that I was naked, and I hid myself.’

“And I, the Lord God, said unto Adam: ‘“Who told thee thou wast
naked? Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee that
thou shouldst not eat, if so thou shouldst surely die?’

“And the man said: ‘The woman thou gavest me, and commandest
that she should remain with me, she gave me of the fruit of the tree and
I did eat.

“And I, the Lord God, said unto the woman: “What is this thing which
thou hast done?” And the woman said: ‘The serpent beguiled me, and
I did eat.

“And I, the Lord God, said unto the serpent: ‘Because thou hast done
this thou shalt be cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the
field; upon thy belly shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of
thy life; and I will put enmity between thee and the woman, between thy



seed and her seed; and he shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise
his heel.” [...]

“And it came to pass that after I, the Lord God, had driven them out
[of the Garden of Eden], that Adam began to till the earth, and to have
dominion over all the beasts of the field, and to eat his bread by the
sweat of his brow, as I the Lord had commanded him. And Eve, also,
his wife, did labor with him.” [...]

And Adam and Eve, his wife, called upon the name of the Lord, and
they heard the voice of the Lord from the way toward the Garden of
Eden, speaking unto them, and they saw him not; for they were shut
out from his presence. And he gave unto them commandments, that
they should worship the Lord their God, and should offer the firstlings
of their flocks, for an offering unto the Lord. And Adam was obedient
unto the commandments of the Lord.

And after many days an angel of the Lord appeared unto Adam, say-
ing: “Why dost thou offer sacrifices unto the Lord?” And Adam said
unto him: “I know not, save the Lord commanded me.”

And then the angel spake, saying: “This thing is a similitude of the
sacrifice of the Only Begotten of the Father, which is full of grace and
truth. Wherefore, thou shalt do all that thou doest in the name of the
Son, and thou shalt repent and call upon God in the name of the Son
forevermore.”

And in that day the Holy Ghost fell upon Adam, which beareth record
of the Father and the Son, saying: “I am the Only Begotten of the Father
from the beginning, henceforth and forever, that as thou hast fallen thou
mayest be redeemed, and all mankind, even as many as will.”

And in that day Adam blessed God and was filled, and began to
prophesy concerning all the families of the earth, saying: “Blessed be
the name of God, for because of my transgression my eyes are opened,
and in this life I shall have joy, and again in the flesh I shall see God.”

And Eve, his wife, heard all these things and was glad, saying: “Were
it not for our transgression we never should have had seed, and never
should have known good and evil, and the joy of our redemption, and
the eternal life which God giveth unto all the obedient.”
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And Adam and Eve blessed the name of God, and they made all
things known unto their sons and their daughters.



Week 3

The brother of Jared sees the Lord

Ether 2:16-25; 3:1, 4-16

And the Lord said [unto the brother of Jared]: “Go to work and build,
after the manner of barges which ye have hitherto built.” And it came to
pass that the brother of Jared did go to work, and also his brethren, and
built barges after the manner which they had built, according to the in-
structions of the Lord. And they were small, and they were light upon
the water, even like unto the lightness of a fowl upon the water. And
they were built after a manner that they were exceedingly tight, even
that they would hold water like unto a dish; and the bottom thereof
was tight like unto a dish; and the sides thereof were tight like unto a
dish; and the ends thereof were peaked; and the top thereof was tight
like unto a dish; and the length thereof was the length of a tree; and the
door thereof, when it was shut, was tight like unto a dish.

And it came to pass that the brother of Jared cried unto the Lord, say-
ing: “O Lord, I have performed the work which thou hast commanded
me, and I have made the barges according as thou hast directed me.
And behold, O Lord, in them there is no light; whither shall we steer?
And also we shall perish, for in them we cannot breathe, save it is the
air which is in them; therefore we shall perish.”

And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared: “Behold, thou shalt make
a hole in the top, and also in the bottom; and when thou shalt suffer for
air thou shalt unstop the hole and receive air. And if it be so that the
water come in upon thee, behold, ye shall stop the hole, that ye may not
perish in the flood.” And it came to pass that the brother of Jared did
so, according as the Lord had commanded.
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And he cried again unto the Lord saying: “O Lord, behold I have done
even as thou hast commanded me; and I have prepared the vessels for
my people, and behold there is no light in them. Behold, O Lord, wilt
thou suffer that we shall cross this great water in darkness?”

And the Lord said unto the brother of Jared: “What will ye that I
should do that ye may have light in your vessels? For behold, ye cannot
have windows, for they will be dashed in pieces; neither shall ye take
fire with you, for ye shall not go by the light of fire. For behold, ye shall
be as a whale in the midst of the sea; for the mountain waves shall dash
upon you. Nevertheless, I will bring you up again out of the depths
of the sea; for the winds have gone forth out of my mouth, and also
the drains and the floods have I sent forth. And behold, I prepare you
against these things; for ye cannot cross this great deep save I prepare
you against the waves of the sea, and the winds which have gone forth,
and the floods which shall come. Therefore what will ye that I should
prepare for you that ye may have light when ye are swallowed up in the
depths of the sea?”

And it came to pass that the brother of Jared, (now the number of the
vessels which had been prepared was eight) went forth unto the mount,
which they called the mount Shelem, because of its exceeding height,
and did molten out of a rock sixteen small stones; and they were white
and clear, even as transparent glass; and he did carry them in his hands
upon the top of the mount, and cried again unto the Lord, saying: “[...]1
know, O Lord, that thou hast all power, and can do whatsoever thou wilt
for the benefit of man; therefore touch these stones, O Lord, with thy fin-
ger, and prepare them that they may shine forth in darkness; and they
shall shine forth unto us in the vessels which we have prepared, that we
may have light while we shall cross the sea. Behold, O Lord, thou canst
do this. We know that thou art able to show forth great power, which
looks small unto the understanding of men.”

And it came to pass that when the brother of Jared had said these
words, behold, the Lord stretched forth his hand and touched the stones
one by one with his finger. And the veil was taken from off the eyes of
the brother of Jared, and he saw the finger of the Lord; and it was as the
finger of a man, like unto flesh and blood; and the brother of Jared fell
down before the Lord, for he was struck with fear.
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And the Lord saw that the brother of Jared had fallen to the earth;
and the Lord said unto him: “Arise, why hast thou fallen?”

And he saith unto the Lord: “I saw the finger of the Lord, and I feared
lest he should smite me; for I knew not that the Lord had flesh and
blood.”

And the Lord said unto him: “Because of thy faith thou hast seen that
I shall take upon me flesh and blood; and never has man come before
me with such exceeding faith as thou hast; for were it not so ye could
not have seen my finger. Sawest thou more than this?”

And he answered: “Nay; Lord, show thyself unto me.”

And the Lord said unto him: “Believest thou the words which I shall
speak?”

And he answered: “Yea, Lord, I know that thou speakest the truth,
for thou art a God of truth, and canst not lie.”

And when he had said these words, behold, the Lord showed him-
self unto him, and said: “Because thou knowest these things ye are re-
deemed from the fall; therefore ye are brought back into my presence;
therefore I show myself unto you. Behold, I am he who was prepared
from the foundation of the world to redeem my people. Behold, I am
Jesus Christ. I am the Father and the Son. In me shall all mankind have
life, and that eternally, even they who shall believe on my name; and
they shall become my sons and my daughters. And never have I showed
myself unto man whom I have created, for never has man believed in me
as thou hast. Seest thou that ye are created after mine own image? Yea,
even all men were created in the beginning after mine own image. Be-
hold, this body, which ye now behold, is the body of my spirit; and man
have I created after the body of my spirit; and even as I appear unto thee
to be in the spirit will I appear unto my people in the flesh.”
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Week 4

King Benjamin testifies that Christ will come

Mosiah 3:5-8

For behold, the time cometh, and is not far distant, that with power, the
Lord Omnipotent who reigneth, who was, and is from all eternity to all
eternity, shall come down from heaven among the children of men, and
shall dwell in a tabernacle of clay, and shall go forth amongst men, work-
ing mighty miracles, such as healing the sick, raising the dead, causing
the lame to walk, the blind to receive their sight, and the deaf to hear,
and curing all manner of diseases. And he shall cast out devils, or the
evil spirits which dwell in the hearts of the children of men. And lo, he
shall suffer temptations, and pain of body, hunger, thirst, and fatigue,
even more than man can suffer, except it be unto death; for behold, blood
cometh from every pore, so great shall be his anguish for the wicked-
ness and the abominations of his people. And he shall be called Jesus
Christ, the Son of God, the Father of heaven and earth, the Creator of all
things from the beginning; and his mother shall be called Mary.

Alma testifies that Christ will come

Alma 7:10-13

And behold, he shall be born of Mary, at Jerusalem which is the land of
our forefathers, she being a virgin, a precious and chosen vessel, who
shall be overshadowed and conceive by the power of the Holy Ghost,
and bring forth a son, yea, even the Son of God. And he shall go forth,
suffering pains and afflictions and temptations of every kind; and this
that the word might be fulfilled which saith he will take upon him the
pains and the sicknesses of his people. And he will take upon him death,
that he may loose the bands of death which bind his people; and he will
take upon him their infirmities, that his bowels may be filled with mercy,
according to the flesh, that he may know according to the flesh how to
succor his people according to their infirmities. Now the Spirit knoweth
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all things; nevertheless the Son of God suffereth according to the flesh
that he might take upon him the sins of his people, that he might blot
out their transgressions according to the power of his deliverance; and
now behold, this is the testimony which is in me.

Samuel the Lamanite prophesies of Christ's birth

Helaman 14:1-13

And now it came to pass that Samuel, the Lamanite, did prophesy [unto
the Nephites]. And behold, he said unto them: “Behold, I give unto you
a sign; for five years more cometh, and behold, then cometh the Son of
God to redeem all those who shall believe on his name. And behold,
this will I give unto you for a sign at the time of his coming; for behold,
there shall be great lights in heaven, insomuch that in the night before
he cometh there shall be no darkness, insomuch that it shall appear unto
man as if it was day. Therefore, there shall be one day and a night and
a day, as if it were one day and there were no night; and this shall be
unto you for a sign; for ye shall know of the rising of the sun and also
of its setting; therefore they shall know of a surety that there shall be
two days and a night; nevertheless the night shall not be darkened; and
it shall be the night before he is born.

“And behold, there shall a new star arise, such an one as ye never have
beheld; and this also shall be a sign unto you. And behold this is not
all, there shall be many signs and wonders in heaven. And it shall come
to pass that ye shall all be amazed, and wonder, insomuch that ye shall
fall to the earth. And it shall come to pass that whosoever shall believe
on the Son of God, the same shall have everlasting life.

“And behold, thus hath the Lord commanded me, by his angel, that I
should come and tell this thing unto you; yea, he hath commanded that
I should prophesy these things unto you; yea, he hath said unto me:
‘Cry unto this people, repent and prepare the way of the Lord.” And
now, because I am a Lamanite, and have spoken unto you the words
which the Lord hath commanded me, and because it was hard against
you, ye are angry with me and do seek to destroy me, and have cast me
out from among you. And ye shall hear my words, for, for this intent
have I come up upon the walls of this city, that ye might hear and know
of the judgments of God which do await you because of your iniquities,
and also that ye might know the conditions of repentance; and also that
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ye might know of the coming of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, the Father
of heaven and of earth, the Creator of all things from the beginning;
and that ye might know of the signs of his coming, to the intent that ye
might believe on his name. And if ye believe on his name ye will repent
of all your sins, that thereby ye may have a remission of them through
his merits.”

Mary will be the mother of Jesus

Luke 1:26-38

[... T]he angel Gabriel was sent from God unto a city of Galilee, named
Nazareth, to a virgin espoused to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. And the angel came
in unto her, and said, “Hail, thou that art highly favoured, the Lord is
with thee: blessed art thou among women.” And when she saw him,
she was troubled at his saying, and cast in her mind what manner of
salutation this should be.

And the angel said unto her, “Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found fa-
vor with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring
forth a son, and shalt call his name Jesus. He shall be great, and shall be
called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the
throne of his father David: and he shall reign over the house of Jacob
for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end.”

Then said Mary unto the angel, “How shall this be, seeing I know not
aman?”

And the angel answered and said unto her, “The Holy Ghost shall
come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee:
therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called
the Son of God. And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also con-
ceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who
was called barren. For with God nothing shall be impossible.”

And Mary said, “Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it unto me
according to thy word.” And the angel departed from her.



15

Joseph is reassured

Matthew 1:18-21, 24-25 (includes JST from footnotes)

Now, as it is written, the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When
as his mother Mary was espoused to Joseph, before they came together,
she was found with child of the Holy Ghost. Then Joseph her husband,
being a just man, and not willing to make her a public example, was
minded to put her away privily. But while he thought on these things,
behold, the angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife:
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And she shall
bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save
his people from their sins.”

[...] Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord
had bidden him, and took unto him his wife: and knew her not till she
had brought forth her firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus.
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Week 5

The Nephites doubt that Christ will ever come

3 Nephi 1:4-21

And it came to pass that in the commencement of the ninety and second
year, behold, the prophecies of the prophets began to be fulfilled more
fully; for there began to be greater signs and greater miracles wrought
among the [Nephites]. But there were some who began to say that
the time was past for the words to be fulfilled, which were spoken by
Samuel, the Lamanite. And they began to rejoice over their brethren,
saying: “Behold the time is past, and the words of Samuel are not ful-
filled; therefore, your joy and your faith concerning this thing hath been
vain.”

And it came to pass that they did make a great uproar throughout the
land; and the people who believed began to be very sorrowful, lest by
any means those things which had been spoken might not come to pass.
But behold, they did watch steadfastly for that day and that night and
that day which should be as one day as if there were no night, that they
might know that their faith had not been vain. Now it came to pass that
there was a day set apart by the unbelievers, that all those who believed
in those traditions should be put to death except the sign should come
to pass, which had been given by Samuel the prophet.

Now it came to pass that when Nephi, the son of Nephi, saw this
wickedness of his people, his heart was exceedingly sorrowful. And it
came to pass that he went out and bowed himself down upon the earth,
and cried mightily to his God in behalf of his people, yea, those who
were about to be destroyed because of their faith in the tradition of their
fathers. And it came to pass that he cried mightily unto the Lord all that
day; and behold, the voice of the Lord came unto him, saying:
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“Lift up your head and be of good cheer; for behold, the time is at
hand, and on this night shall the sign be given, and on the morrow come
I into the world, to show unto the world that I will fulfil all that which
I have caused to be spoken by the mouth of my holy prophets. Behold,
I come unto my own, to fulfil all things which I have made known unto
the children of men from the foundation of the world, and to do the will,
both of the Father and of the Son—of the Father because of me, and of
the Son because of my flesh. And behold, the time is at hand, and this
night shall the sign be given.”

And it came to pass that the words which came unto Nephi were ful-
filled, according as they had been spoken; for behold, at the going down
of the sun there was no darkness; and the people began to be astonished
because there was no darkness when the night came. And there were
many, who had not believed the words of the prophets, who fell to the
earth and became as if they were dead, for they knew that the great
plan of destruction which they had laid for those who believed in the
words of the prophets had been frustrated; for the sign which had been
given was already at hand. And they began to know that the Son of
God must shortly appear; yea, in fine, all the people upon the face of
the whole earth from the west to the east, both in the land north and in
the land south, were so exceedingly astonished that they fell to the earth.
For they knew that the prophets had testified of these things for many
years, and that the sign which had been given was already at hand; and
they began to fear because of their iniquity and their unbelief.

And it came to pass that there was no darkness in all that night, but it
was as light as though it was mid-day. And it came to pass that the sun
did rise in the morning again, according to its proper order; and they
knew that it was the day that the Lord should be born, because of the
sign which had been given. And it had come to pass, yea, all things,
every whit, according to the words of the prophets. And it came to pass
also that a new star did appear, according to the word.

Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem; Jesus is born

Luke 2:1, 3-7 (includes JST from footnotes)

And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from
Caesar Augustus, that all his empire should be taxed. [...] And all went
to be taxed, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went up from
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Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judea, unto the city of David,
which is called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of
David:) to be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished
that she should be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn son,
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; be-
cause there was no room for them in the inns.

[saiah testifies of Christ

Isaiah 9:6

For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government
shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful,
Counselor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

Angels appear to the shepherds

Luke 2:8-20

And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by night. And, lo, the angel of the Lord
came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them:
and they were sore afraid. And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for,
behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all peo-
ple. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which
is Christ the Lord. And this shall be a sign unto you: ye shall find the
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host praising God, and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace, good will toward men.”

And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into
heaven, the shepherds said one to another, “Let us now go even unto
Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord
hath made known unto us.” And they came with haste, and found
Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger. And when they had
seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them con-
cerning this child. And all they that heard it wondered at those things
which were told them by the shepherds. But Mary kept all these things,
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and pondered them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorify-
ing and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as
it was told unto them.
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Week 6

Joseph and Mary bring baby Jesus to the temple

Luke 2:21-22, 24-39

And when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the
child, his name was called Jesus, which was so named of the angel be-
fore he was conceived in the womb. And when the days of her [Mary’s]
purification according to the law of Moses were accomplished, they
brought him to Jerusalem to present him to the Lord [...] and to offer
a sacrifice according to that which is said in the law of the Lord, A pair
of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.

And, behold, there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon;
and the same man was just and devout, waiting for the consolation of
Israel: and the Holy Ghost was upon him. And it was revealed unto
him by the Holy Ghost, that he should not see death, before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. And he came by the Spirit into the temple: and when
the parents brought in the child Jesus, to do for him after the custom of
the law, then [Simeon took Jesus] up in his arms, and blessed God, and
said, “Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, according to
thy word: for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which thou hast pre-
pared before the face of all people; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and
the glory of thy people Israel.”

And Joseph and [Mary] marveled at those things which were spoken
of [Jesus].

And Simeon blessed them, and said unto Mary his mother, “Behold,
this child is set for the fall and rising again of many in Israel; and for a
sign which shall be spoken against; (yea, a sword shall pierce through
thy own soul also,) that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.”
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And there was one Anna, a prophetess, the daughter of Phanuel of
the tribe of Aser: she was of a great age, and had lived with a husband
seven years from her virginity; and she was a widow of about fourscore
and four years, which departed not from the temple, but served God
with fastings and prayers night and day. And she coming in that in-
stant gave thanks likewise unto the Lord, and spake of him to all them
that looked for redemption in Jerusalem.

And when they had performed all things according to the law of the
Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own city Nazareth.

The wise men and King Herod

Matthew 2:1-16, 19-23 (includes JST from footnotes and
appendix)

Now when Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod
the king, behold, there came wise men from the east to Jerusalem, say-
ing, “Where is the child that is born, the Messiah of the Jews? for we
have seen his star in the east, and are come to worship him.”

When Herod the king had heard these things, he was troubled, and all
Jerusalem with him. And when he had gathered all the chief priests and
scribes of the people together, he demanded of them, saying, “Where is
the place that is written of by the prophets, in which Christ should be
born?” For he greatly feared, yet he believed not the prophets. And they
said unto him, “It is written by the prophets, that he should be born in
Bethlehem of Judea, for thus have they said, “The word of the Lord came
unto us, saying, “And thou Bethlehem, which lieth in the land of Judea,
in thee shall be born a prince, which art not the least among the princes
of Judea; for out of thee shall come the Messiah, who shall save my peo-
ple Israel.””

Then Herod, when he had privily called the wise men, inquired of
them diligently what time the star appeared. And he sent them to Beth-
lehem, and said, “Go and search diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that I may come and
worship him also.” When they had heard the king, they departed; and,
lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, till it came and
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stood over where the young child was. When they saw the star, they re-
joiced with exceeding great joy.

And when they were come into the house, they saw the young child
with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when
they had opened their treasures, they presented unto him gifts; gold,
and frankincense, and myrrh. And being warned of God in a dream that
they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country
another way.

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord ap-
peareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee
word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.” When he
arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed
into Egypt and was there until the death of Herod [...]

Then Herod, when he saw that he was mocked of the wise men, was
exceeding wroth, and sent forth, and slew all the children that were in
Bethlehem, and in all the coasts thereof, from two years old and under,
according to the time which he had diligently inquired of the wise men.

[.]

But when Herod was dead, behold, an angel of the Lord appeareth
in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, saying, “Arise, and take the young child
and his mother, and go into the land of Israel: for they are dead which
sought the young child’s life.” And he arose, and took the young child
and his mother, and came into the land of Israel. But when he heard
that Archelaus did reign in Judea in the room of his father Herod, he
was afraid to go thither: notwithstanding, being warned of God in a
dream, he turned aside into the parts of Galilee: and he came and dwelt
in a city called Nazareth.
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Week 7

Young Jesus teaches in the temple

Luke 2:41-52 (includes JST from footnotes)

Now [Jesus and] his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the feast
of the Passover. And when he was twelve years old, they went up to
Jerusalem after the custom of the feast. And when they had fulfilled the
days, as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in Jerusalem; and
Joseph and his mother knew not of it. But they, supposing him to have
been in the company, went a day’s journey; and they sought him among
their kinsfolk and acquaintance. And when they found him not, they
turned back again to Jerusalem, seeking him.

And it came to pass, that after three days they found him in the tem-
ple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, and they were hearing him, and
asking him questions. And all that heard him were astonished at his
understanding and answers.

And when they saw him, they were amazed: and his mother said
unto him, “Son, why hast thou thus dealt with us? behold, thy father
and I have sought thee sorrowing.”

And he said unto them, “How is it that ye sought me? wist ye not
that I must be about my Father’s business?” And they understood not
the saying which he spake unto them.

And he went down with them, and came to Nazareth, and was subject
unto them: but his mother kept all these sayings in her heart. And Jesus
increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man.
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Jesus grows up

JST Matthew 3:24-26 (Appendix)

And it came to pass that Jesus grew up with his brethren, and waxed
strong, and waited upon the Lord for the time of his ministry to come.
And he served under his father, and he spake not as other men, neither
could he be taught; for he needed not that any man should teach him.
And after many years, the hour of his ministry drew nigh.

John the Baptist prepares the way
Luke 3:2-6, 15-18 (includes JST Luke 3:4-11 in appendix)

Annas and Caiaphas being the high priests, the word of God came unto
John the son of Zacharias in the wilderness. And he came into all the
country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of repentance for the re-
mission of sins as it is written in the book of the prophet Esaias; and
these are the words, saying,

“The voice of one crying in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the
Lord, and make his paths straight. For behold, and lo, he shall come,
as it is written in the book of the prophets, to take away the sins of the
world, and to bring salvation unto the heathen nations, to gather to-
gether those who are lost, who are of the sheepfold of Israel; yea, even
the dispersed and afflicted; and also to prepare the way, and make pos-
sible the preaching of the gospel unto the Gentiles; and to be a light
unto all who sit in darkness, unto the uttermost parts of the earth; to
bring to pass the resurrection from the dead, and to ascend up on high,
to dwell on the right hand of the Father, until the fullness of time, and
the law and the testimony shall be sealed, and the keys of the kingdom
shall be delivered up again unto the Father; to administer justice unto
all; to come down in judgment upon all, and to convince all the ungodly
of their ungodly deeds, which they have committed; and all this in the
day that he shall come; for it is a day of power; yea, every valley shall
be filled, and every mountain and hill shall be brought low; the crooked
shall be made straight, and the rough ways made smooth; and all flesh
shall see the salvation of God.”

And as the people were in expectation, and all men amused in their
hearts of John, whether he were the Christ, or not; John answered, say-
ing unto them all, “I indeed baptize you with water; but one mightier
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than I cometh, the latchet of whose shoes I am not worthy to unloose: he
shall baptize you with the Holy Ghost and with fire: whose fan is in his
hand, and he will thoroughly purge his floor, and will gather the wheat
into his garner; but the chaff he will burn with fire unquenchable.”

And many other things in his exhortation preached he unto the peo-
ple.

Jesus is baptized

Matthew 3:13-17 (includes JST Matthew 3:43-46 in appendix)

Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John, to be baptized of
him. But John forbad him, saying, “I have need to be baptized of thee,
and comest thou to me?” And Jesus, answering, said unto him, “Suffer
me to be baptized of thee, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteous-
ness.” Then he suffered him.

And John went down into the water and baptized him. And Jesus
when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water; and John
saw, and lo, the heavens were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of
God descending like a dove and lighting upon Jesus. And lo, he heard
a voice from heaven, saying, “THis 1S MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM | AM WELL
PLEASED. HEAR YE HIM.”



26

Week 8

Jesus goes to the wilderness to be with God; Satan
tempts Him

Matthew 4:1-11, 17 (includes JST from footnotes and
appendix)

Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness to be with God.
And when he had fasted forty days and forty nights, and had com-
muned with God, he was afterwards an hungered, and was left to be
tempted of the devil. And when the tempter came to him, he said, “If
thou be the Son of God, command that these stones be made bread.”

But he answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.””

Then Jesus was taken up into the holy city, and the Spirit setteth him
on the pinnacle of the temple. Then the devil came unto him and said,
“If thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is written, ‘He shall
give his angels charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot against a stone.””

Jesus said unto him, “It is written again, “Thou shalt not tempt the
Lord thy God.””

And again, Jesus was in the Spirit, and it taketh him up into an exceed-
ing high mountain, and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and
the glory of them.

And the devil came unto him again, and said, “All these things will I
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me.”

Then saith Jesus unto him, “Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written,
‘Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.””
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Then the devil leaveth him. [...] From that time Jesus began to preach,
and to say, “Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The wedding at Cana

John 2:1-11 (includes JST from footnotes)

And the third day of the week there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee;
and the mother of Jesus was there: and both Jesus was called, and his
disciples, to the marriage. And when they wanted wine, the mother of
Jesus saith unto him, “They have no wine.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, what wilt thou have me to do for thee?
that will I do; for mine hour is not yet come.”

His mother saith unto the servants, “Whatsoever he saith unto you,
doit.” And there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner
of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece. Jesus
saith unto them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” And they filled them
up to the brim. And he saith unto them, “Draw out now, and bear unto
the governor of the feast.” And they bare it.

When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that was made wine,
and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water
knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, and saith unto
him, “Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when
men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the
good wine until now.”

This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani-
fested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him.

The woman at the well

John 4:5-19, 25-30, 39-42

Then cometh he to a city of Samaria, which is called Sychar, near to the
parcel of ground that Jacob gave to his son Joseph. Now Jacob’s well
was there. Jesus therefore, being wearied with his journey, sat thus on
the well: and it was about the sixth hour. There cometh a woman of
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Samaria to draw water: Jesus saith unto her, “Give me to drink.” (For
his disciples were gone away unto the city to buy meat.)

Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, “How is it that thou, be-
ing a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of Samaria? for the
Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.”

Jesus answered and said unto her, “If thou knewest the gift of God,
and who it is that saith to thee, ‘Give me to drink;” thou wouldest have
asked of him, and he would have given thee living water.”

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, thou hast nothing to draw with, and
the well is deep: from whence then hast thou that living water? Art
thou greater than our father Jacob, which gave us the well, and drank
thereof himself, and his children, and his cattle?”

Jesus answered and said unto her, “Whosoever drinketh of this water
shall thirst again: but whosoever drinketh of the water that I shall give
him shall never athirst; but the water that I shall give him shall be in
him a well of water springing up into everlasting life.”

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, give me this water, that I thirst not,
neither come hither to draw.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Go, call thy husband, and come hither.” The
woman answered and said, “I have no husband.” Jesus said unto her,
“Thou hast well said, ‘I have no husband.” For thou hast had five hus-
bands; and he whom thou now hast is not thy husband: in that saidst
thou truly.”

The woman saith unto him, “Sir, I perceive that thou art a prophet.
[...] Tknow that Messias cometh, which is called Christ: when he is
come, he will tell us all things.”

Jesus saith unto her, “I that speak unto thee am he.”

And upon this came his disciples, and marveled that he talked with
the woman: yet no man said, “What seekest thou?” or, “Why talkest
thou with her?”
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The woman then left her waterpot, and went her way into the city,
and saith to the men, “Come, see a man, which told me all things that
ever I did: is not this the Christ?” Then they went out of the city, and
came unto him. [...] And many of the Samaritans of that city believed
on him for the saying of the woman, which testified, “He told me all
that ever I did.” So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they
besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two
days. And many more believed because of his own word; and said unto
the woman, “Now we believe, not because of thy saying: for we have
heard him ourselves, and know that this is indeed the Christ, the Savior
of the world.”
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Week 9

Jesus heals the nobleman’s son

John 4:46-54

So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water wine.
And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at Capernaum.
When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judea into Galilee, he went
unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and heal his
son: for he was at the point of death. Then said Jesus unto him, “Except
ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe.”

The nobleman saith unto him, “Sir, come down ere my child die.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Go thy way; thy son liveth.” And the man
believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his way.
And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told him,
saying, “Thy son liveth.” Then inquired he of them the hour when he
began to amend. And they said unto him, “Yesterday at the seventh
hour the fever left him.” So the father knew that it was at the same
hour, in the which Jesus said unto him, “Thy son liveth:” and himself
believed, and his whole house. This is again the second miracle that
Jesus did, when he was come out of Judea into Galilee.

Jesus is rejected at Nazareth

Luke 4:16-24

And [Jesus] came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as
his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and
stood up for to read. And there was delivered unto him the book of the
prophet Esaias. And when he had opened the book, he found the place
where it was written, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to
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heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and re-
covering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are bruised, to
preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” And he closed the book, and
he gave it again to the minister, and sat down. And the eyes of all them
that were in the synagogue were fastened on him.

And he began to say unto them, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in
your ears.”

And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words which
proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, “Is not this Joseph’s son?”

And he said unto them, “Ye will surely say unto me this proverb,
Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in Capernaum,
do also here in thy country.” And he said, “Verily I say unto you, No
prophet is accepted in his own country.”

Fishers of men

Mark 1:16-20

Now as [Jesus] walked by the sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew
his brother casting a net into the sea: for they were fishers. And Jesus
said unto them, “Come ye after me, and I will make you to become fish-
ers of men.” And straightway they forsook their nets, and followed him.

And when he had gone a little further thence, he saw James the son
of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the ship mending
their nets. And straightway he called them: and they left their father
Zebedee in the ship with the hired servants, and went after him.

Jesus casts out an unclean spirit

Mark 1:21-28

And they went into Capernaum; and straightway on the Sabbath day
he entered into the synagogue, and taught. And they were astonished
at his doctrine: for he taught them as one that had authority, and not as
the scribes.
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And there was in their synagogue a man with an unclean spirit; and
he cried out, saying, “Let us alone; what have we to do with thee, thou
Jesus of Nazareth? art thou come to destroy us? I know thee who thou
art, the Holy One of God.”

And Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Hold thy peace, and come out of
him.”

And when the unclean spirit had torn him, and cried with a loud
voice, he came out of him. And they were all amazed, insomuch that
they questioned among themselves, saying, “What thing is this? what
new doctrine is this? for with authority commandeth he even the un-
clean spirits, and they do obey him.” And immediately his fame spread
abroad throughout all the region round about Galilee.

Jesus heals Peter’'s mother-in-law

Mark 1:29-31

And forthwith, when they were come out of the synagogue, they en-
tered into the house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. But
Simon’s wife’s mother lay sick of a fever, and anon they tell him of her.
And he came and took her by the hand, and lifted her up; and immedi-
ately the fever left her, and she ministered unto them.
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Week 10

Jesus heals many and preaches the gospel

Mark 1:32-39

And at even, when the sun did set, they brought unto him all that were
diseased, and them that were possessed with devils. And all the city
was gathered together at the door. And he healed many that were sick
of divers diseases, and cast out many devils; and suffered not the devils
to speak, because they knew him.

And in the morning, rising up a great while before day, he went out,
and departed into a solitary place, and there prayed. And Simon and
they that were with him followed after him. And when they had found
him, they said unto him, “All men seek for thee.”

And he said unto them, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may
preach there also: for therefore came I forth.” And he preached in their
synagogues throughout all Galilee, and cast out devils.

Jesus heals a leper

Mark 1:40-45

And there came a leper to him, beseeching him, and kneeling down to
him, and saying unto him, “If thou wilt, thou canst make me clean.”

And Jesus, moved with compassion, put forth his hand, and touched
him, and saith unto him, “I will; be thou clean.” And as soon as he
had spoken, immediately the leprosy departed from him, and he was
cleansed. And he straitly charged him, and forthwith sent him away;
and saith unto him, “See thou say nothing to any man: but go thy way,
show thyself to the priest, and offer for thy cleansing those things which
Moses commanded, for a testimony unto them.” But he went out, and
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began to publish it much, and to blaze abroad the matter, insomuch that
Jesus could no more openly enter into the city, but was without in desert
places: and they came to him from every quarter.

Jesus heals a paralytic

Luke 5:17-26 (includes JST from footnotes)

And it came to pass on a certain day, as he was teaching, that there were
Pharisees and doctors of the law sitting by, which were come out of ev-
ery town of Galilee, and Judea, and Jerusalem: and the power of the
Lord was present to heal them. And, behold, men brought in a bed a
man which was taken with a palsy: and they sought means to bring him
in, and to lay him before him. And when they could not find by what
way they might bring him in because of the multitude, they went upon
the housetop, and let him down through the tiling with his couch into
the midst before Jesus. And when he saw their faith, he said unto him,
“Man, thy sins are forgiven thee.”

And the scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who
is this which speaketh blasphemies? Who can forgive sins, but God
alone?”

But when Jesus perceived their thoughts, he answering said unto them,
“What reason ye in your hearts? Does it require more power to forgive
sins than to make the sick rise up and walk? But that ye may know that
the Son of Man hath power upon earth to forgive sins,” (he said unto the
sick of the palsy:) “I say unto thee, Arise, and take up thy couch, and go
into thine house.” And immediately he rose up before them, and took
up that whereon he lay, and departed to his own house, glorifying God.
And they were all amazed, and they glorified God, and were filled with
fear, saying, “We have seen strange things to day.”



35

Jesus eats with publicans and sinners

Matthew 9:10-13

And it came to pass, as Jesus sat at meat in the house, behold, many
publicans and sinners came and sat down with him and his disciples.
And when the Pharisees saw it, they said unto his disciples, “Why eateth
your Master with publicans and sinners?”

But when Jesus heard that, he said unto them, “They that be whole
need not a physician, but they that are sick. But go ye and learn what
that meaneth, I will have mercy, and not sacrifice: for I am not come to
call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”
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Week 11

Jesus heals on the Sabbath Day

John 5:2-16

Now there is at Jerusalem by the sheep market a pool, which is called in
the Hebrew tongue Bethesda, having five porches. In these lay a great
multitude of impotent folk, of blind, halt, withered, waiting for the mov-
ing of the water. For an angel went down at a certain season into the
pool, and troubled the water: whosoever then first after the troubling
of the water stepped in was made whole of whatsoever disease he had.

And a certain man was there, which had an infirmity thirty and eight
years. When Jesus saw him lie, and knew that he had been now a long
time in that case, he saith unto him, “Wilt thou be made whole?”

The impotent man answered him, “Sir, I have no man, when the wa-
ter is troubled, to put me into the pool: but while I am coming, another
steppeth down before me.”

Jesus saith unto him, “Rise, take up thy bed, and walk.” And imme-
diately the man was made whole, and took up his bed, and walked: and
on the same day was the Sabbath.

The Jews therefore said unto him that was cured, “It is the Sabbath
day: it is not lawful for thee to carry thy bed.”

He answered them, “He that made me whole, the same said unto me,
‘Take up thy bed, and walk.” ”

Then asked they him, “What man is that which said unto thee, "Take
up thy bed, and walk?"”



37

And he that was healed wist not who it was: for Jesus had conveyed
himself away, a multitude being in that place.

Afterward Jesus findeth him in the temple, and said unto him, “Be-
hold, thou art made whole: sin no more, lest a worse thing come unto
thee.” The man departed, and told the Jews that it was Jesus, which
had made him whole. And therefore did the Jews persecute Jesus, and
sought to slay him, because he had done these things on the Sabbath
day.

Luke 6:1-11

And it came to pass on the second Sabbath after the first, that he went
through the corn fields; and his disciples plucked the ears of corn, and
did eat, rubbing them in their hands. And certain of the Pharisees said
unto them, “Why do ye that which is not lawful to do on the Sabbath
days?”

And Jesus answering them said, “Have ye not read so much as this,
what David did, when himself was an hungered, and they which were
with him; how he went into the house of God, and did take and eat the
shewbread, and gave also to them that were with him; which it is not
lawful to eat but for the priests alone?” And he said unto them, “That
the Son of man is Lord also of the Sabbath.”

And it came to pass also on another Sabbath, that he entered into
the synagogue and taught: and there was a man whose right hand
was withered. And the scribes and Pharisees watched him, whether
he would heal on the Sabbath day; that they might find an accusation
against him. But he knew their thoughts, and said to the man which
had the withered hand, “Rise up, and stand forth in the midst.” And he
arose and stood forth.

Then said Jesus unto them, “I will ask you one thing; Is it lawful on
the Sabbath days to do good, or to do evil? to save life, or to destroy it?”
And looking round about upon them all, he said unto the man, “Stretch
forth thy hand.” And he did so: and his hand was restored whole as the
other. And they were filled with madness; and communed one with
another what they might do to Jesus.
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The Twelve Apostles
Mark 3:13-19

And he goeth up into a mountain, and calleth unto him whom he would:
and they came unto him. And he ordained twelve, that they should be
with him, and that he might send them forth to preach, and to have
power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils. And Simon he sur-
named Peter. And James the son of Zebedee, and John the brother of
James; and he surnamed them Boanerges, which is, The sons of thun-
der. And Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew, and Matthew, and
Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus, and Thaddaeus, and Simon
the Canaanite, and Judas Iscariot, which also betrayed him: and they
went into an house.
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Week 12

The Sermon on the Mount, part 1

Matthew 5:1-16, 38-48 (includes JST from footnotes)

And seeing the multitudes, [Jesus] went up into a mountain: and when
he was set, his disciples came unto him: and he opened his mouth, and
taught them, saying,

“Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
Blessed are they that mourn: for they shall be comforted. Blessed are
the meek: for they shall inherit the earth. Blessed are they which do
hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they shall be filled. Blessed
are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. Blessed are the pure in
heart: for they shall see God. Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall
be called the children of God. Blessed are they which are persecuted for
righteousness’ sake: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. Blessed are ye,
when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake. Rejoice, and be exceeding glad:
for great is your reward in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets
which were before you.

“Ye are the salt of the earth: but if the salt have lost his savor, where-
with shall it be salted? it is thenceforth good for nothing, but to be cast
out, and to be trodden under foot of men.

“Ye are the light of the world. A city that is set on an hill cannot be
hid. Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel, but on a
candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are in the house. Let your
light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and glo-
rify your Father which is in heaven. [...]

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, An eye for an eye, and a tooth
for a tooth: But I say unto you, That ye resist not evil: but whosoever
shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also. And if
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any man will sue thee at the law, and take away thy coat, let him have
thy cloak also. And whosoever shall compel thee to go a mile, go with
him twain. Give to him that asketh thee, and from him that would bor-
row of thee turn not thou away.

“Ye have heard that it hath been said, Thou shalt love thy neighbor,
and hate thine enemy. But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them
that curse you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which
despitefully use you, and persecute you; That ye may be the children of
your Father which is in heaven: for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. For
if ye love them which love you, what reward have ye? do not even the
publicans the same? And if ye salute your brethren only, what do ye
more than others? do not even the publicans so?

“Ye are therefore commanded to be perfect, even as your Father which
is in heaven is perfect.”
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Week 13

The Sermon on the Mount, part 2

Matthew 6:1-15, 19-34 (includes JST from footnotes and
appendix)

And it came to pas that, as Jesus taught his disciples, he said unto them,
“Take heed that ye do not your alms before men, to be seen of them: oth-
erwise ye have no reward of your Father which is in heaven. Therefore
when thou doest thine alms, do not sound a trumpet before thee, as the
hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may have
glory of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But when
thou doest alms, let not thy left hand know what thy right hand doeth:
that thine alms may be in secret: and thy Father which seeth in secret
himself shall reward thee openly.

“And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for
they love to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the
streets, that they may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have
their reward. But thou, when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and
when thou hast shut thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and
thy Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly. But when
ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen do: for they think that
they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye therefore like
unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, be-
fore ye ask him.

“After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven,
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth,
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And suffer us not to be led into temp-
tation, but deliver us from evil: for thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever. Amen.
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“For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also
forgive you: but if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses.

“Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth cor-
rupt, and where thieves do not break through nor steal: for where your
treasure is, there will your heart be also.

“The light of the body is the eye: if therefore thine eye be single to the
glory of God, thy whole body shall be full of light. But if thine eye be
evil, thy whole body shall be full of darkness. If therefore the light that
is in thee be darkness, how great is that darkness! No man can serve
two masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; or else
he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye cannot serve God and
mammon. And, again, I say unto you, Go ye into the world, and care
not for the world; for the world will hate you, and will persecute you,
and will turn you out of their synagogues.

“Nevertheless, ye shall go forth from house to house, teaching the
people; and I will go before you. And your heavenly Father will pro-
vide for you, whatsoever things ye need for food, what ye shall eat; and
for raiment, what ye shall wear or put on. Therefore I say unto you,
Take no thought for your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink;
nor yet for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more than
meat, and the body than raiment? Behold the fowls of the air: for they
sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? Which of you
by taking thought can add one cubit unto his stature? And why take
ye thought for raiment? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow;
they toil not, neither do they spin: and yet I say unto you, That even
Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.

“Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to day is,
and tomorrow is cast into the oven, how much more will he not provide
for you, if ye are not of little faith? Therefore take no thought, saying,
What shall we eat? or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we
be clothed? (For after all these things do the Gentiles seek:) for your
Heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these things. Where-
fore, seek not the things of this world but seek ye first to build up the
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kingdom of God, and to establish his righteousness; and all these things
shall be added unto you. Take therefore no thought for the morrow: for
the morrow shall take thought for the things of itself.”
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Week 14

The Sermon on the Mount, part 3

Matthew 7:1-29 (includes JST from footnotes and appendix)

Now these are the words which Jesus taught his disciples that they
should say unto the people. “Judge not unrighteously, that ye be not
judged: but judge righteous judgment. For with what judgment ye
judge, ye shall be judged: and with what measure ye mete, it shall be
measured to you again.

“And again, ye shall say unto them, “Why is it that thou beholdest the
mote that is in thy brother’s eye, but considerest not the beam that is in
thine own eye? Or how wilt thou say to thy brother, Let me pull out the
mote out of thine eye; and canst not behold a beam in thine own eye?””

And Jesus said unto his disciples, “Beholdest thou the scribes, and
the Pharisees, and the priests, and the Levites? They teach in their syn-
agogues, but do not observe the law, nor the commandments; and all
have gone out of the way, and are under sin. Go thou and say unto them,
‘Why teach ye men the law and the commandments, when ye yourselves
are the children of corruption?” Say unto them, “Ye hypocrites, first cast
out the beam out of thine own eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast out the mote out of thy brother’s eye.’

“Go ye into the world, saying unto all, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven has come nigh unto you.” And the mysteries of the kingdom ye
shall keep within yourselves; for it is not meet to give that which is holy
unto the dogs; neither cast ye your pearls unto swine, lest they trample
them under their feet. For the world cannot receive that which ye, your-
selves, are not able to bear; wherefore ye shall not give your pearls unto
them, lest they turn again and rend you.
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“Say unto them, ‘Ask of God; ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you.” For everyone that
asketh, receiveth; and he that seeketh, findeth; and unto him that knock-
eth, it shall be opened.”

And then said his disciples unto him, “They will say unto us, “We our-
selves are righteous, and need not that any man should teach us. God,
we know, heard Moses and some of the prophets; but us he will not
hear” And they will say, “We have the law for our salvation, and that is
sufficient for us.””

Then Jesus answered, and said unto his disciples, “Thus shall ye say
unto them, "What man among you, having a son, and he shall be stand-
ing out, and shall say, “Father, open thy house that I may come in and
sup with thee,” will not say, “Come in, my son; for mine is thine, and
thine is mine?” Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask bread,
will he give him a stone? Or if he ask a fish, will he give him a serpent?
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children,
how much more shall your Father which is in heaven give good things
to them that ask him? Therefore all things whatsoever ye would that
men should do to you, do ye even so to them: for this is the law and the
prophets.

“Enter ye in at the strait gate: for wide is the gate, and broad is the
way, that leadeth to destruction, and many there be which go in thereat:
because strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life,
and few there be that find it.

“Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but
inwardly they are ravening wolves. Ye shall know them by their fruits.
Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Even so every good
tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit.
A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring
forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn
down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know
them.

“Not every one that saith unto me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter into the
kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is
in heaven. For the day soon cometh, that men shall come before me to
judgment, to be judged according to their works. Many will say to me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in
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thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful
works?” And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart
from me, ye that work iniquity.

“Therefore whosoever heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them,
I'will liken him unto a wise man, which built his house upon a rock: and
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell not: for it was founded upon a rock. And
every one that heareth these sayings of mine, and doeth them not, shall
be likened unto a foolish man, which built his house upon the sand: and
the rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew, and beat
upon that house; and it fell: and great was the fall of it.”

And it came to pass, when Jesus had ended these sayings with his dis-
ciples, the people were astonished at his doctrine: for he taught them as
one having authority from God, and not as having authority from the
scribes.
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Week 15

Jesus heals the centurion’s servant

Luke 7:1-10

Now when he had ended all his sayings in the audience of the people,
he entered into Capernaum. And a certain centurion’s servant, who was
dear unto him, was sick, and ready to die. And when he heard of Jesus,
he sent unto him the elders of the Jews, beseeching him that he would
come and heal his servant. And when they came to Jesus, they besought
him instantly, saying, “That he was worthy for whom he should do this:
for he loveth our nation, and he hath built us a synagogue.”

Then Jesus went with them. And when he was now not far from the
house, the centurion sent friends to him, saying unto him, “Lord, trou-
ble not thyself: for I am not worthy that thou shouldest enter under my
roof: wherefore neither thought I myself worthy to come unto thee: but
say in a word, and my servant shall be healed. For I also am a man set
under authority, having under me soldiers, and I say unto one, ‘Go,” and
he goeth; and to another, ‘Come,” and he cometh; and to my servant, ‘Do
this,” and he doeth it.”

When Jesus heard these things, he marveled at him, and turned him
about, and said unto the people that followed him, I say unto you, [ have
not found so great faith, no, not in Israel. And they that were sent, re-
turning to the house, found the servant whole that had been sick.

Jesus restores the widow's son

Luke 7:11-17

And it came to pass the day after, that he went into a city called Nain;
and many of his disciples went with him, and much people. Now when
he came nigh to the gate of the city, behold, there was a dead man car-
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ried out, the only son of his mother, and she was a widow: and much
people of the city was with her.

And when the Lord saw her, he had compassion on her, and said unto
her, “Weep not.” And he came and touched the bier: and they that bare
him stood still. And he said, “Young man, I say unto thee, Arise.” And
he that was dead sat up, and began to speak. And he delivered him to
his mother.

And there came a fear on all: and they glorified God, saying, “That
a great prophet is risen up among us;” and, “That God hath visited his
people.” And this rumor of him went forth throughout all Judea, and
throughout all the region round about.

A woman anoints Jesus

Luke 7:36-50

And one of the Pharisees desired him that he would eat with him. And
he went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat.

And, behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew
that Jesus sat at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box
of ointment, and stood at his feet behind him weeping, and began to
wash his feet with tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head,
and kissed his feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when
the Pharisee which had bidden him saw it, he spake within himself, say-
ing, “This man, if he were a prophet, would have known who and what
manner of woman this is that toucheth him: for she is a sinner.”

And Jesus answering said unto him, “Simon, I have somewhat to say
unto thee.” And he saith, “Master, say on.”

“There was a certain creditor which had two debtors: the one owed
five hundred pence, and the other fifty. And when they had nothing to
pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me therefore, which of them will
love him most?”

Simon answered and said, “I suppose that he, to whom he forgave
most.” And he said unto him, “Thou hast rightly judged.” And he
turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, “Seest thou this woman?
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I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my feet: but she
hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her
head. Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in
hath not ceased to kiss my feet. My head with oil thou didst not anoint:
but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. Wherefore I say
unto thee, Her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much:
but to whom little is forgiven, the same loveth little.” And he said unto
her, “Thy sins are forgiven.”

And they that sat at meat with him began to say within themselves,
“Who is this that forgiveth sins also?” And he said to the woman, “Thy
faith hath saved thee; go in peace.”
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Week 16

Jesus calms the tempest

Mark 4:35-41

[... W]hen the even was come, he saith unto them, “Let us pass over
unto the other side.” And when they had sent away the multitude, they
took him even as he was in the ship. And there were also with him other
little ships. And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves beat
into the ship, so that it was now full. And he was in the hinder part of
the ship, asleep on a pillow: and they awake him, and say unto him,
“Master, carest thou not that we perish?”

And he arose, and rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, “Peace,
be still.” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. And he said
unto them, “Why are ye so fearful? how is it that ye have no faith?”

And they feared exceedingly, and said one to another, “What manner
of man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?”

Jesus casts out a legion of spirits

Luke 8:26-39

And they arrived at the country of the Gadarenes, which is over against
Galilee. And when he went forth to land, there met him out of the city
a certain man, which had devils long time, and wore no clothes, neither
abode in any house, but in the tombs. When he saw Jesus, he cried out,
and fell down before him, and with a loud voice said, “What have I to
do with thee, Jesus, thou Son of God most high? I beseech thee, torment
me not.” (For he [Jesus] had commanded the unclean spirit to come out
of the man. For oftentimes it had caught him: and he was kept bound
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with chains and in fetters; and he broke the bands, and was driven of
the devil into the wilderness.)

And Jesus asked him, saying, “What is thy name?” And he said, “Le-
gion:” because many devils were entered into him. And they besought
him that he would not command them to go out into the deep. And
there was there an herd of many swine feeding on the mountain: and
they besought him that he would suffer them to enter into them. And
he suffered them. Then went the devils out of the man, and entered into
the swine: and the herd ran violently down a steep place into the lake,
and were choked. When they that fed them saw what was done, they
fled, and went and told it in the city and in the country.

Then they went out to see what was done; and came to Jesus, and
found the man, out of whom the devils were departed, sitting at the
feet of Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind: and they were afraid. They
also which saw it told them by what means he that was possessed of the
devils was healed.

Then the whole multitude of the country of the Gadarenes round
about besought him to depart from them; for they were taken with great
fear: and he went up into the ship, and returned back again. Now the
man out of whom the devils were departed besought him that he might
be with him: but Jesus sent him away, saying, “Return to thine own
house, and show how great things God hath done unto thee.” And
he went his way, and published throughout the whole city how great
things Jesus had done unto him.

Jesus raises Jairus' daughter

Mark 5:21-24, 35-43

And when Jesus was passed over again by ship unto the other side,
much people gathered unto him: and he was nigh unto the sea. And,
behold, there cometh one of the rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name;
and when he saw him, he fell at his feet, and besought him greatly, say-
ing, “My little daughter lieth at the point of death: I pray thee, come
and lay thy hands on her, that she may be healed; and she shall live.”
And Jesus went with him; and much people followed him, and thronged
him. [... Tlhere came from the ruler of the synagogue’s house certain
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which said, “Thy daughter is dead: why troublest thou the Master any
further?”

As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken, he saith unto the
ruler of the synagogue, “Be not afraid, only believe.” And he suffered
no man to follow him, save Peter, and James, and John the brother of
James. And he cometh to the house of the ruler of the synagogue, and
seeth the tumult, and them that wept and wailed greatly.

And when he was come in, he saith unto them, “Why make ye this
ado, and weep? the damsel isnot dead, but sleepeth.” And they laughed
him to scorn. But when he had put them all out, he taketh the father and
the mother of the damsel, and them that were with him, and entereth
in where the damsel was lying. And he took the damsel by the hand,
and said unto her, “Talitha cumi;” which is, being interpreted, “Damsel,
I say unto thee, arise.”

And straightway the damsel arose, and walked; for she was of the age
of twelve years. And they were astonished with a great astonishment.
And he charged them straitly that no man should know it; and com-
manded that something should be given her to eat.
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Week 17

Jesus heals the woman with an issue of blood

Mark 5:25-34

And a certain woman, which had an issue of blood twelve years, and
had suffered many things of many physicians, and had spent all that
she had, and was nothing bettered, but rather grew worse, when she
had heard of Jesus, came in the press behind, and touched his garment.
For she said, “If I may touch but his clothes, I shall be whole.” And
straightway the fountain of her blood was dried up; and she felt in her
body that she was healed of that plague.

And Jesus, immediately knowing in himself that virtue had gone out
of him, turned him about in the press, and said, “Who touched my
clothes?” And his disciples said unto him, “Thou seest the multitude
thronging thee, and sayest thou, “Who touched me?’” And he looked
round about to see her that had done this thing.

But the woman fearing and trembling, knowing what was done in
her, came and fell down before him, and told him all the truth. And he
said unto her, “Daughter, thy faith hath made thee whole; go in peace,
and be whole of thy plague.”

Jesus heals two blind men

Matthew 9:27-31

And when Jesus departed thence, two blind men followed him, crying,
and saying, “Thou Son of David, have mercy on us.” And when he was
come into the house, the blind men came to him: and Jesus saith unto
them, “Believe ye that I am able to do this?” They said unto him, “Yea,
Lord.” Then touched he their eyes, saying, “According to your faith be
it unto you.” And their eyes were opened; and Jesus straitly charged



54 Week 17

them, saying, “See that no man know it.” But they, when they were de-
parted, spread abroad his fame in all that country.

Jesus is rejected again in Nazareth

Matthew 13:53-58

And it came to pass, that when Jesus had finished these parables, he
departed thence. And when he was come into his own country, he
taught them in their synagogue, insomuch that they were astonished,
and said, “Whence hath this man this wisdom, and these mighty works?
Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his mother called Mary? and his
brethren, James, and Joses, and Simon, and Judas? And his sisters, are
they not all with us? Whence then hath this man all these things?” And
they were offended in him. But Jesus said unto them, “A prophet is not
without honour, save in his own country, and in his own house.” And
he did not many mighty works there because of their unbelief.

Jesus gives the Twelve power and authority

Luke 9:1-6

Then he called his twelve disciples together, and gave them power and
authority over all devils, and to cure diseases. And he sent them to
preach the kingdom of God, and to heal the sick. And he said unto
them, “Take nothing for your journey, neither staves, nor scrip, neither
bread, neither money; neither have two coats apiece. And whatsoever
house ye enter into, there abide, and thence depart. And whosoever
will not receive you, when ye go out of that city, shake off the very dust
from your feet for a testimony against them.” And they departed, and
went through the towns, preaching the gospel, and healing everywhere.
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Jesus feeds the five thousand

Mark 6:33-44 (includes JST from footnotes)

And the people saw them departing, and many knew him, and ran afoot
thither out of all cities, and outwent them, and came together unto him.
And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with
compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shep-
herd: and he began to teach them many things.

And when the day was now far spent, his disciples came unto him,
and said, “This is a solitary place, and now the time for departure is
come: send them away, that they may go into the country round about,
and into the villages, and buy themselves bread: for they have nothing
to eat.” He answered and said unto them, “Give ye them to eat.” And
they say unto him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred pennyworth of
bread, and give them to eat?” He saith unto them, “How many loaves
have ye? go and see.” And when they knew, they say, “Five, and two
fishes.” And he commanded them to make all sit down by companies
upon the green grass. And they sat down in ranks, by hundreds, and
by fifties.

And when he had taken the five loaves and the two fishes, he looked
up to heaven, and blessed, and brake the loaves, and gave them to his
disciples to set before them; and the two fishes divided he among them
all. And they did all eat, and were filled. And they took up twelve bas-
kets full of the fragments, and of the fishes. And they that did eat of the
loaves were about five thousand men.

Jesus walks on the water

Matthew 14:22-33

And straightway Jesus constrained his disciples to get into a ship, and
to go before him unto the other side, while he sent the multitudes away.
And when he had sent the multitudes away, he went up into a mountain
apart to pray: and when the evening was come, he was there alone.

But the ship was now in the midst of the sea, tossed with waves: for
the wind was contrary. And in the fourth watch of the night Jesus went
unto them, walking on the sea. And when the disciples saw him walk-
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ing on the sea, they were troubled, saying, “It is a spirit;” and they cried
out for fear. But straightway Jesus spake unto them, saying, “Be of good
cheer; it is I; be not afraid.”

And Peter answered him and said, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me come
unto thee on the water.” And he said, “Come.” And when Peter was
come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to go to Jesus. But
when he saw the wind boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink,
he cried, saying, “Lord, save me.” And immediately Jesus stretched
forth his hand, and caught him, and said unto him, “O thou of little
faith, wherefore didst thou doubt?”

And when they were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then they
that were in the ship came and worshipped him, saying, “Of a truth
thou art the Son of God.”
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Week 18

Jesus heals a blind man by stages

Mark 8:22-26

And he cometh to Bethsaida; and they bring a blind man unto him, and
besought him to touch him. And he took the blind man by the hand, and
led him out of the town; and when he had spit on his eyes, and put his
hands upon him, he asked him if he saw ought. And he looked up, and
said, “I see men as trees, walking.” After that he put his hands again
upon his eyes, and made him look up: and he was restored, and saw
every man clearly. And he sent him away to his house, saying, “Neither
go into the town, nor tell it to any in the town.”

The testimony of Peter

Matthew 16:13-20, 24-27 (includes JST from footnotes and
appendix)

When Jesus came into the coasts of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his dis-
ciples, saying, “Whom do men say that I the Son of man am?” And they
said, “Some say that thou art John the Baptist: some, Elias; and others,
Jeremias, or one of the prophets.”

He saith unto them, “But whom say ye that I am?” And Simon Pe-
ter answered and said, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the living God.”
And Jesus answered and said unto him, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-
jona: for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto thee, but my Father
which is in heaven. And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church; and the gates of hell shall not
prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom
of heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in
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heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in
heaven.”

Then charged he his disciples that they should tell no man that he was
Jesus the Christ. [...] Then said Jesus unto his disciples, “If any man will
come after me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow
me. And now for a man to take up his cross, is to deny himself all un-
godliness, and every worldly lust, and keep my commandments. Break
not my commandments for to save your lives; for whosoever will save
his life in this world, shall lose it in the world to come. And whosoever
will lose his life in this world, for my sake, shall find it in the world to
come. Therefore, forsake the world, and save your souls; for what is a
man profited, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the Son of man
shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall
reward every man according to his works.”

Jesus is transfigured on the mount

Matthew 17:1-9

And after six days Jesus taketh Peter, James, and John his brother, and
bringeth them up into an high mountain apart, and was transfigured be-
fore them: and his face did shine as the sun, and his raiment was white
as the light.

And, behold, there appeared unto them Moses and Elias talking with
him. Then answered Peter, and said unto Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us
to be here: if thou wilt, let us make here three tabernacles; one for thee,
and one for Moses, and one for Elias.” While he yet spake, behold, a
bright cloud overshadowed them: and behold a voice out of the cloud,
which said, “THis 1S MY BELOVED SON, IN WHOM I AM WELL PLEASED; HEAR YE
HmM.” And when the disciples heard it, they fell on their face, and were
sore afraid.

And Jesus came and touched them, and said, “Arise, and be not afraid.”
And when they had lifted up their eyes, they saw no man, save Jesus
only.
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And as they came down from the mountain, Jesus charged them, say-
ing, “Tell the vision to no man, until the Son of man be risen again from
the dead.”

Jesus heals a boy with an unclean spirit

Mark 9:14-29

And when he came to his disciples, he saw a great multitude about
them, and the scribes questioning with them. And straightway all the
people, when they beheld him, were greatly amazed, and running to
him saluted him. And he asked the scribes, “What question ye with
them?” And one of the multitude answered and said, “Master, I have
brought unto thee my son, which hath a dumb spirit; and wheresoever
he taketh him, he teareth him: and he foameth, and gnasheth with his
teeth, and pineth away: and I spake to thy disciples that they should cast
him out; and they could not.” He answereth him, and saith, “O faithless
generation, how long shall I be with you? how long shall I suffer you?
bring him unto me.”

And they brought him unto him: and when he saw him, straightway
the spirit tare him; and he fell on the ground, and wallowed foaming.
And he asked his father, “How long is it ago since this came unto him?”
And he said, “Of a child. And ofttimes it hath cast him into the fire,
and into the waters, to destroy him: but if thou canst do any thing, have
compassion on us, and help us.” Jesus said unto him, “If thou canst be-
lieve, all things are possible to him that believeth.” And straightway the
father of the child cried out, and said with tears, “Lord, I believe; help
thou mine unbelief.”

When Jesus saw that the people came running together, he rebuked
the foul spirit, saying unto him, “Thou dumb and deaf spirit, I charge
thee, come out of him, and enter no more into him.” And the spirit
cried, and rent him sore, and came out of him: and he was as one dead;
insomuch that many said, “He is dead.” But Jesus took him by the hand,
and lifted him up; and he arose.
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And when he was come into the house, his disciples asked him pri-
vately, “Why could not we cast him out?” And he said unto them, “This
kind can come forth by nothing, but by prayer and fasting.”
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Week 19

Become as little children

Matthew 18:1-22 (includes JST from footnotes)

At the same time came the disciples unto Jesus, saying, “Who is the
greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” And Jesus called a little child unto
him, and set him in the midst of them, and said, “Verily I say unto you,
Except ye be converted, and become as little children, ye shall not enter
into the kingdom of heaven. Whosoever therefore shall humble himself
as this little child, the same is greatest in the kingdom of heaven. And
whoso shall receive one such little child in my name receiveth me. But
whoso shall offend one of these little ones which believe in me, it were
better for him that a millstone were hanged about his neck, and that he
were drowned in the depth of the sea.

“Woe unto the world because of offences! for it must needs be that of-
fences come; but woe to that man by whom the offence cometh! Where-
fore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them off, and cast them from
thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than
having two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting fire. And if thine
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee: it is better for thee to
enter into life with one eye, rather than having two eyes to be cast into
hell fire. And a man’s hand is his friend, and his foot, also; and a man’s
eye, are they of his own household.

“Take heed that ye despise not one of these little ones; for I say unto
you, That in heaven their angels do always behold the face of my Father
which is in heaven. For the Son of man is come to save that which was
lost and to call sinners to repentance; but these little ones have no need
of repentance, and I will save them.

“How think ye? if a man have an hundred sheep, and one of them be
gone astray, doth he not leave the ninety and nine, and goeth into the
mountains, and seeketh that which is gone astray? And if so be that he
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find it, verily I say unto you, he rejoiceth more of that sheep, than of the
ninety and nine which went not astray. Even so it is not the will of your
Father which is in heaven, that one of these little ones should perish.

“Moreover if thy brother shall trespass against thee, go and tell him
his fault between thee and him alone: if he shall hear thee, thou hast
gained thy brother. But if he will not hear thee, then take with thee one
or two more, that in the mouth of two or three witnesses every word
may be established. And if he shall neglect to hear them, tell it unto the
church: but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be unto thee as an
heathen man and a publican.

“Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed
in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my
Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together
in my name, there am I in the midst of them.”

Then came Peter to him, and said, “Lord, how oft shall my brother sin
against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?” Jesus saith unto him,
“I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.”

Jesus calls and instructs the Seventy

Luke 10:1-11, 16-19 (includes JST from footnotes)

After these things the Lord appointed other seventy also, and sent them
two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself
would come. Therefore said he unto them, “The harvest truly is great,
but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that
he would send forth laborers into his harvest. Go your ways: behold, I
send you forth as lambs among wolves. Carry neither purse, nor scrip,
nor shoes: and salute no man by the way. And into whatsoever house ye
enter, first say, ‘Peace be to this house.” And if the son of peace be there,
your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again. And in
the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give:
for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house. And
into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as
are set before you: and heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them,
‘The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.” But into whatsoever city
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ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of
the same, and say, ‘Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on
us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that
the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.”” [...]

And he said unto his disciples, “He that heareth you heareth me; and
he that despiseth you despiseth me; and he that despiseth me despiseth
him that sent me.”

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, “Lord, even the dev-
ils are subject unto us through thy name.”

And he said unto them, “I beheld Satan as lightning fall from heaven.
Behold, I give unto you power to tread on serpents and scorpions, and
over all the power of the enemy: and nothing shall by any means hurt

”

you.

Jesus teaches in the temple

John 7:14-17

Now about the midst of the feast Jesus went up into the temple, and
taught. And the Jews marveled, saying, “How knoweth this man letters,
having never learned?” Jesus answered them, and said, “My doctrine is
not mine, but his that sent me. If any man will do his will, he shall know
of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or whether I speak of myself.”

The woman taken in adultery

John 8:1-11

Jesus went unto the mount of Olives. And early in the morning he came
again into the temple, and all the people came unto him; and he sat
down, and taught them. And the scribes and Pharisees brought unto
him a woman taken in adultery; and when they had set her in the midst,
they say unto him, “Master, this woman was taken in adultery, in the
very act. Now Moses in the law commanded us, that such should be
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stoned: but what sayest thou?” This they said, tempting him, that they
might have to accuse him.

But Jesus stooped down, and with his finger wrote on the ground,
as though he heard them not. So when they continued asking him, he
lifted up himself, and said unto them, “He that is without sin among
you, let him first cast a stone at her.” And again he stooped down, and
wrote on the ground.

And they which heard it, being convicted by their own conscience,
went out one by one, beginning at the eldest, even unto the last: and
Jesus was left alone, and the woman standing in the midst. When Je-
sus had lifted up himself, and saw none but the woman, he said unto
her, “Woman, where are those thine accusers? hath no man condemned
thee?” She said, “No man, Lord.” And Jesus said unto her, “Neither do
I condemn thee: go, and sin no more.”
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Week 20

Jesus heals the blind man on the Sabbath

John 9:1-38 (includes JST from footnotes)

And as Jesus passed by, he saw a man which was blind from his birth.
And his disciples asked him, saying, “Master, who did sin, this man, or
his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither hath this
man sinned, nor his parents: but that the works of God should be made
manifest in him. I must work the works of him that sent me, while I am
with you; the time cometh, when I shall have finished my work, then I
go unto the Father. Aslong as I am in the world, I am the light of the
world.”

When he had thus spoken, he spat on the ground, and made clay of
the spittle, and he anointed the eyes of the blind man with the clay, and
said unto him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam,” (which is by interpre-
tation, Sent.) He went his way therefore, and washed, and came seeing.

The neighbors therefore, and they which before had seen him that he
was blind, said, “Is not this he that sat and begged?” Some said, “This is
he:” others said, “He is like him:” but he said, “I am he.” Therefore said
they unto him, “How were thine eyes opened?” He answered and said,
“A man that is called Jesus made clay, and anointed mine eyes, and said
unto me, ‘Go to the pool of Siloam, and wash:” and I went and washed,
and I received sight.” Then said they unto him, “Where is he?” He said,
“I know not.”

They brought to the Pharisees him that aforetime was blind. And it
was the Sabbath day when Jesus made the clay, and opened his eyes.
Then again the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight.
He said unto them, “He put clay upon mine eyes, and I washed, and
do see.” Therefore said some of the Pharisees, “This man is not of God,
because he keepeth not the Sabbath day.” Others said, “How can a man
that is a sinner do such miracles?” And there was a division among
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them. They say unto the blind man again, “What sayest thou of him,
that he hath opened thine eyes?” He said, “He is a prophet.”

But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that he had been blind,
and received his sight, until they called the parents of him that had re-
ceived his sight. And they asked them, saying, “Is this your son, who
ye say was born blind? how then doth he now see?” His parents an-
swered them and said, “We know that this is our son, and that he was
born blind: but by what means he now seeth, we know not; or who hath
opened his eyes, we know not: he is of age; ask him: he shall speak for
himself.” These words spake his parents, because they feared the Jews:
for the Jews had agreed already, that if any man did confess that he was
Christ, he should be put out of the synagogue. Therefore said his par-
ents, “He is of age; ask him.”

Then again called they the man that was blind, and said unto him,
“Give God the praise: we know that this man is a sinner.” He answered
and said, “Whether he be a sinner or no, I know not: one thing I know,
that, whereas I was blind, now I see.” Then said they to him again,
“What did he to thee? how opened he thine eyes?” He answered them,
“I have told you already, and ye did not hear: wherefore would ye hear
it again? will ye also be his disciples?”

Then they reviled him, and said, “Thou art his disciple; but we are
Moses’ disciples. We know that God spake unto Moses: as for this fel-
low, we know not from whence he is.” The man answered and said
unto them, “Why herein is a marvelous thing, that ye know not from
whence he is, and yet he hath opened mine eyes. Now we know that
God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of God, and
doeth his will, him he heareth. Since the world began was it not heard
that any man opened the eyes of one that was born blind except he be of
God. If this man were not of God, he could do nothing.” They answered
and said unto him, “Thou wast altogether born in sins, and dost thou
teach us?” And they cast him out.

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and when he had found him,
he said unto him, “Dost thou believe on the Son of God?” He answered
and said, “Who is he, Lord, that I might believe on him?” And Jesus
said unto him, “Thou hast both seen him, and it is he that talketh with
thee.” And he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped him.
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Week 21

Mary and Martha
Luke 10:38-42

Now it came to pass, as they went, that he entered into a certain vil-
lage: and a certain woman named Martha received him into her house.
And she had a sister called Mary, which also sat at Jesus’ feet, and heard
his word. But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came to
him, and said, “Lord, dost thou not care that my sister hath left me to
serve alone? bid her therefore that she help me.” And Jesus answered
and said unto her, “Martha, Martha, thou art careful and troubled about
many things: but one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good
part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

Jesus heals a woman on the Sabbath

Luke 13:10-17

And he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. And, be-
hold, there was a woman which had a spirit of infirmity eighteen years,
and was bowed together, and could in no wise lift up herself. And when
Jesus saw her, he called her to him, and said unto her, “Woman, thou
art loosed from thine infirmity.” And he laid his hands on her: and im-
mediately she was made straight, and glorified God.

And the ruler of the synagogue answered with indignation, because
that Jesus had healed on the Sabbath day, and said unto the people,
“There are six days in which men ought to work: in them therefore come
and be healed, and not on the Sabbath day.” The Lord then answered
him, and said, “Thou hypocrite, doth not each one of you on the Sab-
bath loose his ox or his ass from the stall, and lead him away to watering?
And ought not this woman, being a daughter of Abraham, whom Satan
hath bound, lo, these eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the
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Sabbath day?” And when he had said these things, all his adversaries
were ashamed: and all the people rejoiced for all the glorious things
that were done by him.

Jesus heals a man on the Sabbath

Luke 14:1-6

And it came to pass, as he went into the house of one of the chief Phar-
isees to eat bread on the Sabbath day, that they watched him. And, be-
hold, there was a certain man before him which had the dropsy.

And Jesus answering spake unto the lawyers and Pharisees, saying,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath day?” And they held their peace.

And he took him, and healed him, and let him go; and answered
them, saying, “Which of you shall have an ass or an ox fallen into a pit,
and will not straightway pull him out on the Sabbath day?” And they
could not answer him again to these things.
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Week 22

Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead

John 11:1-7, 11-15, 17-53 (includes JST from footnotes)

Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of
Mary and her sister Martha. And Mary, his sister, who anointed the
Lord with ointment and wiped his feet with her hair, lived with her sis-
ter Martha, in whose house her brother Lazarus was sick. Therefore
his sisters sent unto him, saying, “Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is
sick.” When Jesus heard that, he said, “This sickness is not unto death,
but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be glorified thereby.”
Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had
heard therefore that he was sick, he abode two days still in the same
place where he was.

Then after that saith he to his disciples, “Let us go into Judea again.”
[...] These things said he: and after that he saith unto them, “Our friend
Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep.” Then
said his disciples, “Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well.” Howbeit Jesus
spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken of taking of rest
in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. And I am
glad for your sakes that I was not there, to the intent ye may believe;
nevertheless let us go unto him.” [...]

Then when Jesus came to Bethany, to Martha’s house, Lazarus had al-
ready been in the grave four days. Now Bethany was nigh unto Jerusalem,
about fifteen furlongs off: and many of the Jews came to Martha and
Mary, to comfort them concerning their brother. Then Martha, as soon
as she heard that Jesus was coming, went and met him: but Mary sat
still in the house.

Then said Martha unto Jesus, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died. But I know, that even now, whatsoever thou wilt
ask of God, God will give it thee.” Jesus saith unto her, “Thy brother
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shall rise again.” Martha saith unto him, “I know that he shall rise again
in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said unto her, “I am the res-
urrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead,
yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth and believeth in me shall never
die. Believest thou this?” She saith unto him, “Yea, Lord: I believe that
thou art the Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world.”
And when she had so said, she went her way, and called Mary her sister
secretly, saying, “The Master is come, and calleth for thee.” As soon as
she heard that, she arose quickly, and came unto him.

Now Jesus was not yet come into the town, but was in that place where
Martha met him. The Jews then which were with her in the house, and
comforted her, when they saw Mary, that she rose up hastily and went
out, followed her, saying, “She goeth unto the grave to weep there.”
Then when Mary was come where Jesus was, and saw him, she fell
down at his feet, saying unto him, “Lord, if thou hadst been here, my
brother had not died.”

When Jesus therefore saw her weeping, and the Jews also weeping
which came with her, he groaned in the spirit, and was troubled, and
said, “Where have ye laid him?” They said unto him, “Lord, come and
see.” Jesus wept. Then said the Jews, “Behold how he loved him!” And
some of them said, “Could not this man, which opened the eyes of the
blind, have caused that even this man should not have died?”

Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the grave. It was
a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, “Take ye away the stone.”
Martha, the sister of him that was dead, saith unto him, “Lord, by this
time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days.” Jesus saith unto her,
“Said I not unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see
the glory of God?” Then they took away the stone from the place where
the dead was laid.

And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, “Father, I thank thee that thou
hast heard me. And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of
the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that thou hast
sent me.” And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice,
“Lazarus, come forth.”
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And he that was dead came forth, bound hand and foot with grave-
clothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto
them, “Loose him, and let him go.”

Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things
which Jesus did, believed on him. But some of them went their ways to
the Pharisees, and told them what things Jesus had done. Then gath-
ered the chief priests and the Pharisees a council, and said, “What do
we? for this man doeth many miracles. If we let him thus alone, all men
will believe on him: and the Romans shall come and take away both our
place and nation.”

And one of them, named Caiaphas, being the high priest that same
year, said unto them, “Ye know nothing at all, nor consider that it is
expedient for us, that one man should die for the people, and that the
whole nation perish not.” And this spake he not of himself: but being
high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus should die for that nation;
and not for that nation only, but that also he should gather together in
one the children of God that were scattered abroad. Then from that day
forth they took counsel together for to put him to death.
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Week 23

Jesus heals ten lepers

Luke 17:11-19

And it came to pass, as he went to Jerusalem, that he passed through the
midst of Samaria and Galilee. And as he entered into a certain village,
there met him ten men that were lepers, which stood afar off: and they
lifted up their voices, and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us.”

And when he saw them, he said unto them, “Go show yourselves
unto the priests.” And it came to pass, that, as they went, they were
cleansed. And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turned
back, and with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down on his face at
his feet, giving him thanks: and he was a Samaritan.

And Jesus answering said, “Were there not ten cleansed? but where
are the nine? There are not found that returned to give glory to God,
save this stranger.” And he said unto him, “Arise, go thy way: thy faith
hath made thee whole.”

Suffer the little children to come unto me

Mark 10:13-16

And they brought young children to him, that he should touch them:
and his disciples rebuked those that brought them. But when Jesus saw
it, he was much displeased, and said unto them, “Suffer the little chil-
dren to come unto me, and forbid them not: for of such is the kingdom
of God. Verily I say unto you, Whosoever shall not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child, he shall not enter therein.” And he took them up
in his arms, put his hands upon them, and blessed them.
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The rich young ruler

Mark 10:17-27 (includes JST from footnotes)

And when he was gone forth into the way, there came one running, and
kneeled to him, and asked him, “Good Master, what shall I do that I
may inherit eternal life?” And Jesus said unto him, “Why callest thou
me good? there is none good but one, that is, God. Thou knowest the
commandments, Do not commit adultery, Do not kill, Do not steal, Do
not bear false witness, Defraud not, Honour thy father and mother.”
And he answered and said unto him, “Master, all these have I observed
from my youth.”

Then Jesus beholding him loved him, and said unto him, “One thing
thou lackest: go thy way, sell whatsoever thou hast, and give to the poor,
and thou shalt have treasure in heaven: and come, take up the cross, and
follow me.” And he was sad at that saying, and went away grieved: for
he had great possessions.

And Jesus looked round about, and saith unto his disciples, “How
hardly shall they that have riches enter into the kingdom of God!” And
the disciples were astonished at his words. But Jesus answereth again,
and saith unto them, “Children, how hard is it for them that trust in
riches to enter into the kingdom of God! It is easier for a camel to go
through the eye of a needle, than for a rich man to enter into the king-
dom of God.” And they were astonished out of measure, saying among
themselves, “Who then can be saved?” And Jesus looking upon them
saith, “With men that trust in riches, it is impossible; but not impossible
with men who trust in God and leave all for my sake, for with such all
these things are possible.”

Jesus heals blind Bartimaeus

Mark 10:46-52

And they came to Jericho: and as he went out of Jericho with his disci-
ples and a great number of people, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus,
sat by the highway side begging. And when he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to cry out, and say, “Jesus, thou Son of David, have
mercy on me.” And many charged him that he should hold his peace:
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but he cried the more a great deal, “Thou Son of David, have mercy on

1”7

me.

And Jesus stood still, and commanded him to be called. And they
call the blind man, saying unto him, “Be of good comfort, rise; he cal-
leth thee.” And he, casting away his garment, rose, and came to Jesus.

And Jesus answered and said unto him, “What wilt thou that I should
do unto thee?” The blind man said unto him, “Lord, that I might receive
my sight.” And Jesus said unto him, “Go thy way; thy faith hath made
thee whole.” And immediately he received his sight, and followed Jesus
in the way.

Salvation comes to the house of Zacchaeus

Luke 19:1-10

And Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. And, behold, there was
aman named Zacchaeus, which was the chief among the publicans, and
he was rich. And he sought to see Jesus who he was; and could not
for the press, because he was little of stature. And he ran before, and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see him: for he was to pass that way.
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up, and saw him, and said
unto him, “Zacchaeus, make haste, and come down; for to day I must
abide at thy house.” And he made haste, and came down, and received
him joyfully. And when they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “That
he was gone to be guest with a man that is a sinner.”

And Zacchaeus stood, and said unto the Lord; Behold, Lord, the half
of my goods I give to the poor; and if I have taken any thing from any
man by false accusation, I restore him fourfold.” And Jesus said unto
him, “This day is salvation come to this house, forsomuch as he also is
a son of Abraham. For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that
which was lost.”
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Week 24

Mary anoints Jesus with costly ointment

John 12:1-8 (includes JST from footnotes)

Then Jesus six days before the Passover came to Bethany, where Lazarus
was which had been dead, whom he raised from the dead. There they
made him a supper; and Martha served: but Lazarus was one of them
that sat at the table with him. Then took Mary a pound of ointment of
spikenard, very costly, and anointed the feet of Jesus, and wiped his feet
with her hair: and the house was filled with the odor of the ointment.

Then saith one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, which
should betray him, “Why was not this ointment sold for three hundred
pence, and given to the poor?” This he said, not that he cared for the
poor; but because he was a thief, and had the bag, and bare what was
put therein. Then said Jesus, “Let her alone: for she hath preserved this
ointment until now, that she might anoint me in token of my burial. For
the poor always ye have with you; but me ye have not always.”

Triumphal entry

Matthew 21:1-3, 6-11 (includes JST from footnotes)

And when they drew nigh unto Jerusalem, and were come to Beth-
phage, unto the mount of Olives, then sent Jesus two disciples, saying
unto them, “Go into the village over against you, and straightway ye
shall find an ass tied, and a colt with her: loose them, and bring them
unto me. And if any man say ought unto you, ye shall say, “The Lord
hath need of them;” and straightway he will send them.” [...] And the
disciples went, and did as Jesus commanded them, and brought the colt,
and put on it their clothes, and Jesus took the colt and sat thereon; and
they followed him.
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And a very great multitude spread their garments in the way; others
cut down branches from the trees, and strewed them in the way. And the
multitudes that went before, and that followed, cried, saying, “Hosanna
to the Son of David: Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord;
Hosanna in the highest.” And when he was come into Jerusalem, all the
city was moved, saying, “Who is this?” And the multitude said, “This
is Jesus the prophet of Nazareth of Galilee.”

Priests challenge Jesus' authority

Luke 20:1-8

And it came to pass, that on one of those days, as he taught the people
in the temple, and preached the gospel, the chief priests and the scribes
came upon him with the elders, and spake unto him, saying, “Tell us, by
what authority doest thou these things? or who is he that gave thee this
authority?” And he answered and said unto them, “I will also ask you
one thing; and answer me: The baptism of John, was it from heaven,
or of men?” And they reasoned with themselves, saying, “If we shall
say, From heaven; he will say, “‘Why then believed ye him not?” But and
if we say, ‘Of men;’ all the people will stone us: for they be persuaded
that John was a prophet.” And they answered, that they could not tell
whence it was. And Jesus said unto them, “Neither tell I you by what
authority I do these things.”

Render unto Caesar the things which be Caesar's

Luke 20:20-26

And they watched him, and sent forth spies, which should feign them-
selves just men, that they might take hold of his words, that so they
might deliver him unto the power and authority of the governor. And
they asked him, saying, “Master, we know that thou sayest and teachest
rightly, neither acceptest thou the person of any, but teachest the way
of God truly: Is it lawful for us to give tribute unto Caesar, or no?” But
he perceived their craftiness, and said unto them, “Why tempt ye me?
Show me a penny. Whose image and superscription hath it?” They
answered and said, “Caesar’s.” And he said unto them, “Render there-
fore unto Caesar the things which be Caesar’s, and unto God the things
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which be God’s.” And they could not take hold of his words before the
people: and they marveled at his answer, and held their peace.

The great commandment

Matthew 22: 34-40

But when the Pharisees had heard that he had put the Sadducees to
silence, they were gathered together. Then one of them, which was a
lawyer, asked him a question, tempting him, and saying, “Master, which
is the great commandment in the law?” Jesus said unto him, “Thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with
all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. And the second
is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself. On these two
commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

The widow's mite

Mark 12:41-44

And Jesus sat over against the treasury, and beheld how the people cast
money into the treasury: and many that were rich cast in much. And
there came a certain poor widow, and she threw in two mites, which
make a farthing. And he called unto him his disciples, and saith unto
them, “Verily I say unto you, That this poor widow hath cast more in,
than all they which have cast into the treasury: for all they did cast in of
their abundance; but she of her want did cast in all that she had, even
all her living.”
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Week 25

The hour is come

John 12:23-33

And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour is come, that the Son of
man should be glorified. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a corn
of wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone: but if it die, it
bringeth forth much fruit. He that loveth his life shall lose it; and he
that hateth his life in this world shall keep it unto life eternal. If any
man serve me, let him follow me; and where I am, there shall also my
servant be: if any man serve me, him will my Father honour. Now is my
soul troubled; and what shall I say? Father, save me from this hour: but
for this cause came I unto this hour. Father, glorify thy name.”

Then came there a voice from heaven, saying, “I have both glorified
it, and will glorify it again.” The people therefore, that stood by, and
heard it, said that it thundered: others said, “An angel spake to him.”

Jesus answered and said, “This voice came not because of me, but for
your sakes. Now is the judgment of this world: now shall the prince of
this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw
all men unto me.” This he said, signifying what death he should die.

Judas conspires to betray Jesus

Matthew 26:14-16

Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests,
and said unto them, “What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto
you?” And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And
from that time he sought opportunity to betray him.
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The Last Supper

Matthew 26:17-35 (includes JST from footnotes and appendix)

Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came
to Jesus, saying unto him, “Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to
eat the Passover?” And he said, “Go into the city to such a man, and
say unto him, ‘The Master saith, “My time is at hand; I will keep the
Passover at thy house with my disciples.””” And the disciples did as Je-
sus had appointed them; and they made ready the Passover.

Now when the even was come, he sat down with the twelve. And as
they did eat, he said, “Verily I say unto you, that one of you shall betray
me.” And they were exceeding sorrowful, and began every one of them
to say unto him, “Lord, is it I?”” And he answered and said, “He that dip-
peth his hand with me in the dish, the same shall betray me. The Son of
man goeth as it is written of him: but woe unto that man by whom the
Son of man is betrayed! it had been good for that man if he had not been
born.” Then Judas, which betrayed him, answered and said, “Master, is
it I?” He said unto him, “Thou hast said.”

And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and brake it, and blessed
it, and gave to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is in remembrance
of my body which I give a ransom for you.” And he took the cup, and
gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink ye all of it; for this is
in remembrance of my blood of the new testament, which is shed for as
many as shall believe on my name, for the remission of their sins. And
I give unto you a commandment, that ye shall observe to do the things
which ye have seen me do, and bear record of me even unto the end. But
I say unto you, I will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until
that day when I shall come and drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” And when they had sung an hymn, they went out into the
Mount of Olives.

Then saith Jesus unto them, “All ye shall be offended because of me
this night: for it is written, ‘I will smite the shepherd, and the sheep of
the flock shall be scattered abroad.” But after I am risen again, I will go
before you into Galilee.” Peter answered and said unto him, “Though
all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended.”
Jesus said unto him, “Verily I say unto thee, That this night, before the
cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.” Peter said unto him, “Though I
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should die with thee, yet will Inot deny thee.” Likewise also said all the
disciples.
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Week 26

Jesus washes the apostles’ feet

John 13:2-38 (includes JST from footnotes and appendix)

And supper being ended, the devil having now put into the heart of
Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray him; Jesus knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he was come from God,
and went to God; he riseth from supper, and laid aside his garments;
and took a towel, and girded himself. After that he poureth water into a
basin, and began to wash the disciples’ feet, and to wipe them with the
towel wherewith he was girded.

Then cometh he to Simon Peter: and Peter saith unto him, “Lord, dost
thou wash my feet?” Jesus answered and said unto him, “What I do
thou knowest not now; but thou shalt know hereafter.” Peter saith unto
him, “Thou needest not to wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I
wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.” Simon Peter saith unto him,
“Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head.” Jesus saith
to him, “He that has washed his hands and his head, needeth not save
to wash his feet, but is clean every whit; and ye are clean, but not all.”
[...] For he knew who should betray him; therefore said he, “Ye are not
all clean.”

So after he had washed their feet, and had taken his garments, and
was set down again, he said unto them, “Know ye what I have done to
you? Ye call me Master and Lord: and ye say well; for so I am. If I then,
your Lord and Master, have washed your feet; ye also ought to wash
one another’s feet. For I have given you an example, that ye should do
as I have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The servant is not
greater than his lord; neither he that is sent greater than he that sent
him. If ye know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.

“I speak not of you all: I know whom I have chosen: but that the
scripture may be fulfilled, He that eateth bread with me hath lifted up
his heel against me. Now I tell you before it come, that, when it is come
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to pass, ye may believe that I am the Christ. Verily, verily, I say unto
you, He that receiveth whomsoever I send receiveth me; and he that
receiveth me receiveth him that sent me.”

When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified,
and said, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, that one of you shall betray me.”
Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake.
Now there was leaning on Jesus’ bosom one of his disciples, whom Je-
sus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he should ask
who it should be of whom he spake. He then lying on Jesus’ breast saith
unto him, “Lord, who is it?” Jesus answered, “He it is, to whom I shall
give a sop, when I have dipped it.” And when he had dipped the sop,
he gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop Satan
entered into him.

Then said Jesus unto him, “That thou doest, do quickly.” Now no
man at the table knew for what intent he spake this unto him. For some
of them thought, because Judas had the bag, that Jesus had said unto
him, “Buy those things that we have need of against the feast; or, that he
should give something to the poor.” He then having received the sop
went immediately out: and it was night.

Therefore, when he was gone out, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of man
glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God be glorified in him, God
shall also glorify him in himself, and shall straightway glorify him. Lit-
tle children, yet a little while I am with you. Ye shall seek me: and as I
said unto the Jews, Whither I go, ye cannot come; so now I say to you. A
new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have
loved you, that ye also love one another. By this shall all men know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”

Simon Peter said unto him, “Lord, whither goest thou?” Jesus an-
swered him, “Whither I go, thou canst not follow me now; but thou
shalt follow me afterwards.” Peter said unto him, “Lord, why cannot I
follow thee now? I will lay down my life for thy sake.” Jesus answered
him, “Wilt thou lay down thy life for my sake? Verily, verily, I say unto
thee, The cock shall not crow, till thou hast denied me thrice.”
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Week 27

Gethsemane; Judas betrays Jesus

Luke 22:39-54 (includes JST from footnotes)

And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives;
and his disciples also followed him. And when he was at the place, he
said unto them, “Pray that ye enter not into temptation.”

And he was withdrawn from them about a stone’s cast, and kneeled
down, and prayed, saying, “Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done.” And there ap-
peared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening him. And being
in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and he sweat as it were great
drops of blood falling down to the ground. And when he rose up from
prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sor-
row, and said unto them, “Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into
temptation.”

And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called
Judas, one of the twelve, went before them, and drew near unto Jesus
to kiss him. But Jesus said unto him, “Judas, betrayest thou the Son of
man with a kiss?” When they which were about him saw what would
follow, they said unto him, “Lord, shall we smite with the sword?” And
one of them smote the servant of the high priest, and cut off his right
ear. And Jesus answered and said, “Suffer ye thus far.” And he touched
his ear, and healed him.

Then Jesus said unto the chief priests, and captains of the temple,
and the elders, which were come to him, “Be ye come out, as against
a thief, with swords and staves? When I was daily with you in the tem-
ple, ye stretched forth no hands against me: but this is your hour, and
the power of darkness.” Then took they him, and led him, and brought
him into the high priest’s house. And Peter followed afar off.
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The hearing before the chief priests

Matthew 26:57-68 (includes JST from footnotes)

And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high
priest, where the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter fol-
lowed him afar off unto the high priest’s palace, and went in, and sat
with the servants, to see the end. Now the chief priests, and elders, and
all the council, sought false witness against Jesus, to put him to death;
but found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they
none.

At the last came two false witnesses, and said, “This fellow said, I am
able to destroy the temple of God, and to build it in three days.” And the
high priest arose, and said unto him, “Answerest thou nothing? what is
it which these witness against thee?” But Jesus held his peace.

And the high priest answered and said unto him, “I adjure thee by
the living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of
God.” Jesus saith unto him, “Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto
you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of
power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.” Then the high priest rent
his clothes, saying, “He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need have
we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. What think
ye?”

They answered and said, “He is guilty and worthy of death.” Then
did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with
the palms of their hands, saying, “Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who
is he that smote thee?”

Peter denies Jesus

Matthew 26:69-75

Now Peter sat without in the palace: and a damsel came unto him, say-
ing, “Thou also wast with Jesus of Galilee.” But he denied before them
all, saying, “I know not what thou sayest.”
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And when he was gone out into the porch, another maid saw him,
and said unto them that were there, “This fellow was also with Jesus of
Nazareth.” And again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the man.”

And after a while came unto him they that stood by, and said to Peter,
“Surely thou also art one of them; for thy speech betrayeth thee.” Then
began he to curse and to swear, saying, “I know not the man.” And
immediately the cock crew. And Peter remembered the word of Jesus,
which said unto him, “Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice.”
And he went out, and wept bitterly.
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Week 28

The hearing before Pilate

John 18:28-31, 33-38

Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it
was early; and they themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest
they should be defiled; but that they might eat the Passover. Pilate then
went out unto them, and said, “What accusation bring ye against this
man?” They answered and said unto him, “If he were not a malefac-
tor, we would not have delivered him up unto thee.” Then said Pilate
unto them, “Take ye him, and judge him according to your law.” The
Jews therefore said unto him, “It is not lawful for us to put any man to
death.” [...]

Then Pilate entered into the judgment hall again, and called Jesus,
and said unto him, “Art thou the King of the Jews?” Jesus answered
him, “Sayest thou this thing of thyself, or did others tell it thee of me?”
Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Thine own nation and the chief priests
have delivered thee unto me: what hast thou done?” Jesus answered,
“My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world,
then would my servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews:
but now is my kingdom not from hence.”

Pilate therefore said unto him, “Art thou a king then?” Jesus an-
swered, “Thou sayest that I am a king. To this end was I born, and for
this cause came I into the world, that I should bear witness unto the
truth. Every one that is of the truth heareth my voice.” Pilate saith unto
him, “What is truth?” And when he had said this, he went out again
unto the Jews, and saith unto them, “I find in him no fault at all.”
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The murderer Barabbas is released

Mark 15:6-15

Now at that feast [Pilate] released unto them one prisoner, whomsoever
they desired. And there was one named Barabbas, which lay bound
with them that had made insurrection with him, who had committed
murder in the insurrection.

And the multitude crying aloud began to desire him to do as he had
ever done unto them. But Pilate answered them, saying, “Will ye that
I release unto you the King of the Jews?” For he knew that the chief
priests had delivered him for envy. But the chief priests moved the peo-
ple, that he should rather release Barabbas unto them.

And Pilate answered and said again unto them, “What will ye then
that I shall do unto him whom ye call the King of the Jews?” And they
cried out again, “Crucify him.” Then Pilate said unto them, “Why, what
evil hath he done?” And they cried out the more exceedingly, “Crucify
him.” And so Pilate, willing to content the people, released Barabbas
unto them, and delivered Jesus, when he had scourged him, to be cru-
cified.

Pilate washes his hands

Matthew 27:24-26

When Pilate saw that he could prevail nothing, but that rather a tumult
was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude,
saying, “I am innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it.”
Then answered all the people, and said, “His blood be on us, and on
our children.” Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had
scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be crucified.
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Week 29

Jesus is scourged and mocked

John 19:1-17 (includes JST from footnotes)

Then Pilate therefore took Jesus, and scourged him. And the soldiers
plaited a crown of thorns, and put it on his head, and they put on him
a purple robe, and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” and they smote him
with their hands.

Pilate therefore went forth again, and saith unto them, “Behold, I
bring him forth to you, that ye may know that I find no fault in him.”
Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of thorns, and the purple
robe. And Pilate saith unto them, “Behold the man!” When the chief
priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, “Crucify
him, crucify him.” Pilate saith unto them, “Take ye him, and crucify
him: for I find no fault in him.” The Jews answered him, “We have a
law, and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son
of God.”

When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he was the more afraid; and
went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, “Whence art
thou?” But Jesus gave him no answer. Then saith Pilate unto him,
“Speakest thou not unto me? knowest thou not that I have power to
crucify thee, and have power to release thee?” Jesus answered, “Thou
couldest have no power at all against me, except it were given thee from
above: therefore he that delivered me unto thee hath the greater sin.”

And from thenceforth Pilate sought to release him: but the Jews cried
out, saying, “If thou let this man go, thou art not Caesar’s friend: whoso-
ever maketh himself a king speaketh against Caesar.” When Pilate there-
fore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the judg-
ment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gab-
batha. And it was the preparation of the Passover, and about the sixth
hour: and he saith unto the Jews, “Behold your King!” But they cried
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out, “Away with him, away with him, crucify him.” Pilate saith unto
them, “Shall I crucify your King?” The chief priests answered, “We have
no king but Caesar.” Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be
crucified.

And they took Jesus, and led him away. And he bearing his cross
went forth into a place called the place of a burial, which is called in the
Hebrew Golgotha.

Jesus is crucified

Luke 23:32-38 (includes JST from footnotes)

And there were also two other, malefactors, led with him to be put to
death. And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary,
there they crucified him, and the malefactors, one on the right hand,
and the other on the left. Then said Jesus, “Father, forgive them; for
they know not what they do,” (meaning the soldiers who crucified him.)

And they parted his raiment, and cast lots. And the people stood be-
holding. And the rulers also with them derided him, saying, “He saved
others; let him save himself, if he be Christ, the chosen of God.” And
the soldiers also mocked him, coming to him, and offering him vinegar,
and saying, “If thou be the king of the Jews, save thyself.” And a super-
scription also was written over him in letters of Greek, and Latin, and
Hebrew, “THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.”

Jesus dies

John 19:28-30

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished, that
the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, “I thirst.” Now there was set a
vessel full of vinegar: and they filled a sponge with vinegar, and put
it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had re-
ceived the vinegar, he said, “It is finished:” and he bowed his head, and
gave up the ghost.
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Week 30

Darkness covers the land of the Nephites

3 Nephi 8:3-25

And the [Nephite] people began to look with great earnestness for the
sign which had been given by the prophet Samuel, the Lamanite, yea,
for the time that there should be darkness for the space of three days
over the face of the land. And there began to be great doubtings and dis-
putations among the people, notwithstanding so many signs had been
given.

And it came to pass in the thirty and fourth year, in the first month,
on the fourth day of the month, there arose a great storm, such an one as
never had been known in all the land. And there was also a great and
terrible tempest; and there was terrible thunder, insomuch that it did
shake the whole earth as if it was about to divide asunder. And there
were exceedingly sharp lightnings, such as never had been known in all
the land.

And the city of Zarahemla did take fire. And the city of Moroni
did sink into the depths of the sea, and the inhabitants thereof were
drowned. And the earth was carried up upon the city of Moronihah,
that in the place of the city there became a great mountain. And there
was a great and terrible destruction in the land southward. But behold,
there was a more great and terrible destruction in the land northward;
for behold, the whole face of the land was changed, because of the tem-
pest and the whirlwinds, and the thunderings and the lightnings, and
the exceedingly great quaking of the whole earth; and the highways
were broken up, and the level roads were spoiled, and many smooth
places became rough. And many great and notable cities were sunk,
and many were burned, and many were shaken till the buildings thereof
had fallen to the earth, and the inhabitants thereof were slain, and the
places were left desolate.
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And there were some cities which remained; but the damage thereof
was exceedingly great, and there were many in them who were slain.
And there were some who were carried away in the whirlwind; and
whither they went no man knoweth, save they know that they were car-
ried away. And thus the face of the whole earth became deformed, be-
cause of the tempests, and the thunderings, and the lightnings, and the
quaking of the earth. And behold, the rocks were rent in twain; they
were broken up upon the face of the whole earth, insomuch that they
were found in broken fragments, and in seams and in cracks, upon all
the face of the land.

19 And it came to pass that when the thunderings, and the light-
nings, and the storm, and the tempest, and the quakings of the earth
did cease—for behold, they did last for about the space of three hours;
and it was said by some that the time was greater; nevertheless, all these
great and terrible things were done in about the space of three hours—
and then behold, there was darkness upon the face of the land.

And it came to pass that there was thick darkness upon all the face
of the land, insomuch that the inhabitants thereof who had not fallen
could feel the vapor of darkness; and there could be no light, because of
the darkness, neither candles, neither torches; neither could there be fire
kindled with their fine and exceedingly dry wood, so that there could
not be any light at all; and there was not any light seen, neither fire, nor
glimmer, neither the sun, nor the moon, nor the stars, for so great were
the mists of darkness which were upon the face of the land. And it came
to pass that it did last for the space of three days that there was no light
seen; and there was great mourning and howling and weeping among
all the people continually; yea, great were the groanings of the people,
because of the darkness and the great destruction which had come upon
them.

And in one place they were heard to cry, saying: “O that we had re-
pented before this great and terrible day, and then would our brethren
have been spared, and they would not have been burned in that great
city Zarahemla.” And in another place they were heard to cry and mourn,
saying: “O that we had repented before this great and terrible day, and
had not killed and stoned the prophets, and cast them out; then would
our mothers and our fair daughters, and our children have been spared,
and not have been buried up in that great city Moronihah.” And thus
were the howlings of the people great and terrible.
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Jesus visits the spirit world

Doctrine and Covenants 138:1, 11-19, 23-24, 28-32, 35

On the third of October, in the year nineteen hundred and eighteen, I
[President Joseph F. Smith] sat in my room pondering over the scrip-
tures; [...] AsI pondered over these things which are written, the eyes
of my understanding were opened, and the Spirit of the Lord rested
upon me, and I saw the hosts of the dead, both small and great.

And there were gathered together in one place an innumerable com-
pany of the spirits of the just, who had been faithful in the testimony
of Jesus while they lived in mortality; and who had offered sacrifice in
the similitude of the great sacrifice of the Son of God, and had suffered
tribulation in their Redeemer’s name. All these had departed the mor-
tal life, firm in the hope of a glorious resurrection, through the grace of
God the Father and his Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

I beheld that they were filled with joy and gladness, and were rejoic-
ing together because the day of their deliverance was at hand. They
were assembled awaiting the advent of the Son of God into the spirit
world, to declare their redemption from the bands of death. Their sleep-
ing dust was to be restored unto its perfect frame, bone to his bone, and
the sinews and the flesh upon them, the spirit and the body to be united
never again to be divided, that they might receive a fulness of joy.

While this vast multitude waited and conversed, rejoicing in the hour
of their deliverance from the chains of death, the Son of God appeared,
declaring liberty to the captives who had been faithful; and there he
preached to them the everlasting gospel, the doctrine of the resurrec-
tion and the redemption of mankind from the fall, and from individual
sins on conditions of repentance. [...]

And the saints rejoiced in their redemption, and bowed the knee and
acknowledged the Son of God as their Redeemer and Deliverer from
death and the chains of hell. Their countenances shone, and the radi-
ance from the presence of the Lord rested upon them, and they sang
praises unto his holy name. [...]

And I wondered at the words of Peter—wherein he said that the Son
of God preached unto the spirits in prison, who sometime were dis-
obedient, when once the long-suffering of God waited in the days of
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Noah—and how it was possible for him to preach to those spirits and
perform the necessary labor among them in so short a time. And as
I wondered, my eyes were opened, and my understanding quickened,
and I perceived that the Lord went not in person among the wicked and
the disobedient who had rejected the truth, to teach them; but behold,
from among the righteous, he organized his forces and appointed mes-
sengers, clothed with power and authority, and commissioned them to
go forth and carry the light of the gospel to them that were in darkness,
even to all the spirits of men; and thus was the gospel preached to the
dead.

And the chosen messengers went forth to declare the acceptable day
of the Lord and proclaim liberty to the captives who were bound, even
unto all who would repent of their sins and receive the gospel. Thus
was the gospel preached to those who had died in their sins, with-
out a knowledge of the truth, or in transgression, having rejected the
prophets. [...] And so it was made known among the dead, both small
and great, the unrighteous as well as the faithful, that redemption had
been wrought through the sacrifice of the Son of God upon the cross.
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Week 31

The empty tomb

Mark 16:1-8 (includes JST from appendix)

And when the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother
of James, and Salome, had bought sweet spices, that they might come
and anoint him. And very early in the morning the first day of the week,
they came unto the sepulchre at the rising of the sun. And they said
among themselves, “Who shall roll us away the stone from the door of
the sepulchre [where Jesus is buried]?” And when they looked, they
saw that the stone was rolled away: for it was very great.

And entering into the sepulchre, they saw a young man sitting on the
right side, clothed in a long white garment; and they were affrighted.
And he saith unto them, “Be not affrighted: Ye seek Jesus of Nazareth,
which was crucified: he is risen; he is not here: behold the place where
they laid him. But go your way, tell his disciples and Peter that he goeth
before you into Galilee: there shall ye see him, as he said unto you.”
And they went out quickly, and fled from the sepulchre; for they trem-
bled and were amazed: neither said they any thing to any man; for they
were afraid.

John 20:3-10

Peter therefore went forth, and that other disciple, and came to the sepul-
chre. So they ran both together: and the other disciple did outrun Peter,
and came first to the sepulchre. And he stooping down, and looking
in, saw the linen clothes lying; yet went he not in. Then cometh Simon
Peter following him, and went into the sepulchre, and seeth the linen
clothes lie, and the napkin, that was about his head, not lying with the
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place by itself. Then went in
also that other disciple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he saw,
and believed. For as yet they knew not the scripture, that he must rise
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again from the dead. Then the disciples went away again unto their own
home.

The resurrected Jesus appears to Mary Magdalene

John 20:11-18 (includes JST from footnotes)

But Mary stood without at the sepulchre weeping: and as she wept, she
stooped down, and looked into the sepulchre, and seeth two angels in
white sitting, the one at the head, and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain. And they say unto her, “Woman, why weepest
thou?” She saith unto them, “Because they have taken away my Lord,
and I know not where they have laid him.” And when she had thus said,
she turned herself back, and saw Jesus standing, and knew not that it
was Jesus.

Jesus saith unto her, “Woman, why weepest thou? whom seekest
thou?” She, supposing him to be the gardener, saith unto him, “Sir,
if thou have borne him hence, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I
will take him away.”

Jesus saith unto her, “Mary.” She turned herself, and saith unto him,
“Rabboni;” which is to say, “Master.” Jesus saith unto her, “Hold me
not; for [ am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and
say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my
God, and your God.” Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that
she had seen the Lord, and that he had spoken these things unto her.

The resurrected Jesus appears to His disciples; His
ascension

Luke 24:36-48, 50-51

And as [... the disciples] spake, Jesus himself stood in the midst of them,
and saith unto them, “Peace be unto you.” But they were terrified and
affrighted, and supposed that they had seen a spirit. And he said unto
them, “Why are ye troubled? and why do thoughts arise in your hearts?
Behold my hands and my feet, that it is I myself: handle me, and see;
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for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye see me have.” And when he
had thus spoken, he showed them his hands and his feet.

And while they yet believed not for joy, and wondered, he said unto
them, “Have ye here any meat?” And they gave him a piece of a broiled
fish, and of an honeycomb. And he took it, and did eat before them.

And he said unto them, “These are the words which I spake unto you,
while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were
written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms,
concerning me.” Then opened he their understanding, that they might
understand the scriptures, and said unto them, ‘“Thus it is written, and
thus it behooved Christ to suffer, and to rise from the dead the third
day: and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in
his name among all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And ye are wit-
nesses of these things.” [...]

And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands,
and blessed them. And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was
parted from them, and carried up into heaven.
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Week 32

The Nephites hear a voice from heaven

3 Nephi 9:1-2, 12-22; 10:1-2

And it came to pass that there was a voice heard among all the inhabi-
tants of the earth [in the land of the Nephites], upon all the face of this
land, crying: “Wo, wo, wo unto this people; wo unto the inhabitants
of the whole earth except they shall repent; for the devil laugheth, and
his angels rejoice, because of the slain of the fair sons and daughters
of my people; and it is because of their iniquity and abominations that
they are fallen! [...] And many great destructions have I caused to come
upon this land, and upon this people, because of their wickedness and
their abominations.

“O all ye that are spared because ye were more righteous than they,
will ye not now return unto me, and repent of your sins, and be con-
verted, that I may heal you? Yea, verily I say unto you, if ye will come
unto me ye shall have eternal life. Behold, mine arm of mercy is ex-
tended towards you, and whosoever will come, him will I receive; and
blessed are those who come unto me.

“Behold, I am Jesus Christ the Son of God. I created the heavens and
the earth, and all things that in them are. I was with the Father from the
beginning. I am in the Father, and the Father in me; and in me hath the
Father glorified his name. I came unto my own, and my own received
me not. And the scriptures concerning my coming are fulfilled. And as
many as have received me, to them have I given to become the sons of
God; and even so will I to as many as shall believe on my name, for be-
hold, by me redemption cometh, and in me is the law of Moses fulfilled.

“I am the light and the life of the world. I am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the end. And ye shall offer up unto me no more the
shedding of blood; yea, your sacrifices and your burnt offerings shall
be done away, for I will accept none of your sacrifices and your burnt
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offerings. And ye shall offer for a sacrifice unto me a broken heart and
a contrite spirit. And whoso cometh unto me with a broken heart and
a contrite spirit, him will I baptize with fire and with the Holy Ghost,
even as the Lamanites, because of their faith in me at the time of their
conversion, were baptized with fire and with the Holy Ghost, and they
knew it not. Behold, I have come unto the world to bring redemption
unto the world, to save the world from sin. Therefore, whoso repenteth
and cometh unto me as a little child, him will I receive, for of such is the
kingdom of God. Behold, for such I have laid down my life, and have
taken it up again; therefore repent, and come unto me ye ends of the
earth, and be saved.”

And now behold, it came to pass that all the people of the land did
hear these sayings, and did witness of it. And after these sayings there
was silence in the land for the space of many hours; for so great was the
astonishment of the people that they did cease lamenting and howling
for the loss of their kindred which had been slain; therefore there was
silence in all the land for the space of many hours.

The resurrected Jesus appears to the Nephites

3 Nephi 11:1-17

And now it came to pass that there were a great multitude gathered to-
gether, of the people of Nephi, round about the temple which was in the
land Bountiful; and they were marveling and wondering one with an-
other, and were showing one to another the great and marvelous change
which had taken place. And they were also conversing about this Jesus
Christ, of whom the sign had been given concerning his death.

And it came to pass that while they were thus conversing one with an-
other, they heard a voice as if it came out of heaven; and they cast their
eyes round about, for they understood not the voice which they heard;
and it was not a harsh voice, neither was it a loud voice; nevertheless,
and notwithstanding it being a small voice it did pierce them that did
hear to the center, insomuch that there was no part of their frame that it
did not cause to quake; yea, it did pierce them to the very soul, and did
cause their hearts to burn.
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And it came to pass that again they heard the voice, and they under-
stood it not.

And again the third time they did hear the voice, and did open their
ears to hear it; and their eyes were towards the sound thereof; and they
did look steadfastly towards heaven, from whence the sound came. And
behold, the third time they did understand the voice which they heard;
and it said unto them: “BenHoLb My BELOVED SoN, IN wHOM I AM WELL
PLEASED, IN WHOM | HAVE GLORIFIED MY NAME—HEAR YE HIM.”

And it came to pass, as they understood they cast their eyes up again
towards heaven; and behold, they saw a Man descending out of heaven;
and he was clothed in a white robe; and he came down and stood in the
midst of them; and the eyes of the whole multitude were turned upon
him, and they durst not open their mouths, even one to another, and
wist not what it meant, for they thought it was an angel that had ap-
peared unto them.

And it came to pass that he stretched forth his hand and spake unto
the people, saying: “Behold, I am Jesus Christ, whom the prophets tes-
tified shall come into the world. And behold, I am the light and the life
of the world; and I have drunk out of that bitter cup which the Father
hath given me, and have glorified the Father in taking upon me the sins
of the world, in the which I have suffered the will of the Father in all
things from the beginning.”

And it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken these words the
whole multitude fell to the earth; for they remembered that it had been
prophesied among them that Christ should show himself unto them af-
ter his ascension into heaven.

And it came to pass that the Lord spake unto them saying: “Arise and
come forth unto me, that ye may thrust your hands into my side, and
also that ye may feel the prints of the nails in my hands and in my feet,
that ye may know that I am the God of Israel, and the God of the whole
earth, and have been slain for the sins of the world.”

And it came to pass that the multitude went forth, and thrust their
hands into his side, and did feel the prints of the nails in his hands and
in his feet; and this they did do, going forth one by one until they had
all gone forth, and did see with their eyes and did feel with their hands,
and did know of a surety and did bear record, that it was he, of whom
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it was written by the prophets, that should come. And when they had
all gone forth and had witnessed for themselves, they did cry out with
one accord, saying: “Hosanna! Blessed be the name of the Most High
God!” And they did fall down at the feet of Jesus, and did worship him.
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Week 33

Jesus ministers to the Nephites

3 Nephi 17:1-25; 26:13-21

Behold, now it came to pass that when Jesus had spoken [many teach-
ings] he looked round about again on the multitude, and he said unto
them: “Behold, my time is at hand. I perceive that ye are weak, that ye
cannot understand all my words which I am commanded of the Father
to speak unto you at this time. Therefore, go ye unto your homes, and
ponder upon the things which I have said, and ask of the Father, in my
name, that ye may understand, and prepare your minds for the morrow,
and I come unto you again. But now I go unto the Father, and also to
show myself unto the lost tribes of Israel, for they are not lost unto the
Father, for he knoweth whither he hath taken them.”

And it came to pass that when Jesus had thus spoken, he cast his eyes
round about again on the multitude, and beheld they were in tears, and
did look steadfastly upon him as if they would ask him to tarry a lit-
tle longer with them. And he said unto them: “Behold, my bowels are
filled with compassion towards you. Have ye any that are sick among
you? Bring them hither. Have ye any that are lame, or blind, or halt, or
maimed, or leprous, or that are withered, or that are deaf, or that are af-
flicted in any manner? Bring them hither and I will heal them, for I have
compassion upon you; my bowels are filled with mercy. For I perceive
that ye desire that I should show unto you what I have done unto your
brethren at Jerusalem, for I see that your faith is sufficient that I should
heal you.”

And it came to pass that when he had thus spoken, all the multitude,
with one accord, did go forth with their sick and their afflicted, and their
lame, and with their blind, and with their dumb, and with all them that
were afflicted in any manner; and he did heal them every one as they
were brought forth unto him. And they did all, both they who had been
healed and they who were whole, bow down at his feet, and did wor-
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ship him; and as many as could come for the multitude did kiss his feet,
insomuch that they did bathe his feet with their tears.

And it came to pass that he commanded that their little children should
be brought. So they brought their little children and set them down
upon the ground round about him, and Jesus stood in the midst; and
the multitude gave way till they had all been brought unto him. And it
came to pass that when they had all been brought, and Jesus stood in
the midst, he commanded the multitude that they should kneel down
upon the ground.

And it came to pass that when they had knelt upon the ground, Je-
sus groaned within himself, and said: “Father, I am troubled because of
the wickedness of the people of the house of Israel.” And when he had
said these words, he himself also knelt upon the earth; and behold he
prayed unto the Father, and the things which he prayed cannot be writ-
ten, and the multitude did bear record who heard him. And after this
manner do they bear record: “The eye hath never seen, neither hath the
ear heard, before, so great and marvelous things as we saw and heard
Jesus speak unto the Father; and no tongue can speak, neither can there
be written by any man, neither can the hearts of men conceive so great
and marvelous things as we both saw and heard Jesus speak; and no
one can conceive of the joy which filled our souls at the time we heard
him pray for us unto the Father.”

And it came to pass that when Jesus had made an end of praying unto
the Father, he arose; but so great was the joy of the multitude that they
were overcome. And it came to pass that Jesus spake unto them, and
bade them arise. And they arose from the earth, and he said unto them:
“Blessed are ye because of your faith. And now behold, my joy is full.”

And when he had said these words, he wept, and the multitude bare
record of it, and he took their little children, one by one, and blessed
them, and prayed unto the Father for them. And when he had done this
he wept again; and he spake unto the multitude, and said unto them:
“Behold your little ones.” And as they looked to behold they cast their
eyes towards heaven, and they saw the heavens open, and they saw an-
gels descending out of heaven as it were in the midst of fire; and they
came down and encircled those little ones about, and they were encir-
cled about with fire; and the angels did minister unto them.
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And the multitude did see and hear and bear record; and they know
that their record is true for they all of them did see and hear, every
man for himself; and they were in number about two thousand and
five hundred souls; and they did consist of men, women, and children.
[...] Therefore, I would that ye should behold that the Lord truly did
teach the people, for the space of three days; and after that he did show
himself unto them oft, and did break bread oft, and bless it, and give
it unto them. And it came to pass that he did teach and minister unto
the children of the multitude of whom hath been spoken, and he did
loose their tongues, and they did speak unto their fathers great and mar-
velous things, even greater than he had revealed unto the people; and
he loosed their tongues that they could utter.

And it came to pass that after he had ascended into heaven—the sec-
ond time that he showed himself unto them, and had gone unto the
Father, after having healed all their sick, and their lame, and opened
the eyes of their blind and unstopped the ears of the deaf, and even had
done all manner of cures among them, and raised a man from the dead,
and had shown forth his power unto them, and had ascended unto the
Father—

Behold, it came to pass on the morrow that the multitude gathered
themselves together, and they both saw and heard these children; yea,
even babes did open their mouths and utter marvelous things; and the
things which they did utter were forbidden that there should not any
man write them. And it came to pass that the disciples whom Jesus had
chosen began from that time forth to baptize and to teach as many as
did come unto them; and as many as were baptized in the name of Jesus
were filled with the Holy Ghost. And many of them saw and heard un-
speakable things, which are not lawful to be written. And they taught,
and did minister one to another; and they had all things common among
them, every man dealing justly, one with another. And it came to pass
that they did do all things even as Jesus had commanded them. And
they who were baptized in the name of Jesus were called the church of
Christ.
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Jesus tells the Nephites that He will visit others
3 Nephi 16:1-3

“And verily, verily, I say unto you that I have other sheep, which are not
of this land, neither of the land of Jerusalem, neither in any parts of that
land round about whither I have been to minister. For they of whom I
speak are they who have not as yet heard my voice; neither have I at any
time manifested myself unto them. But I have received a commandment
of the Father that I shall go unto them, and that they shall hear my voice,
and shall be numbered among my sheep, that there may be one fold and
one shepherd; therefore I go to show myself unto them.”
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Week 34

The First Vision

Joseph Smith—History 1:3, 5-20

I [Joseph Smith] was born in the year of our Lord one thousand eight
hundred and five, on the twenty-third day of December, in the town of
Sharon, Windsor county, State of Vermont. [...] My father, Joseph Smith,
Sen., left the State of Vermont, and moved to [...] the State of New York,
when I was in my tenth year, or thereabouts. In about four years after
my father’s arrival in Palmyra, he moved with his family into Manch-
ester in the same county of Ontario—

Some time in the second year after our removal to Manchester, there
was in the place where we lived an unusual excitement on the subject
of religion. It commenced with the Methodists, but soon became gen-
eral among all the sects in that region of country. Indeed, the whole
district of country seemed affected by it, and great multitudes united
themselves to the different religious parties, which created no small stir
and division amongst the people, some crying, “Lo, here!” and others,
“Lo, there!” Some were contending for the Methodist faith, some for
the Presbyterian, and some for the Baptist.

For, notwithstanding the great love which the converts to these differ-
ent faiths expressed at the time of their conversion, and the great zeal
manifested by the respective clergy, who were active in getting up and
promoting this extraordinary scene of religious feeling, in order to have
everybody converted, as they were pleased to call it, let them join what
sect they pleased; yet when the converts began to file off, some to one
party and some to another, it was seen that the seemingly good feelings
of both the priests and the converts were more pretended than real; for
a scene of great confusion and bad feeling ensued—priest contending
against priest, and convert against convert; so that all their good feel-
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ings one for another, if they ever had any, were entirely lost in a strife of
words and a contest about opinions.

I was at this time in my fifteenth year. My father’s family was pros-
elyted to the Presbyterian faith, and four of them joined that church,
namely, my mother, Lucy; my brothers Hyrum and Samuel Harrison;
and my sister Sophronia.

During this time of great excitement my mind was called up to serious
reflection and great uneasiness; but though my feelings were deep and
often poignant, still I kept myself aloof from all these parties, though I
attended their several meetings as often as occasion would permit. In
process of time my mind became somewhat partial to the Methodist
sect, and I felt some desire to be united with them; but so great were
the confusion and strife among the different denominations, that it was
impossible for a person young as I was, and so unacquainted with men
and things, to come to any certain conclusion who was right and who
was wrong.

My mind at times was greatly excited, the cry and tumult were so
great and incessant. The Presbyterians were most decided against the
Baptists and Methodists, and used all the powers of both reason and
sophistry to prove their errors, or, at least, to make the people think
they were in error. On the other hand, the Baptists and Methodists in
their turn were equally zealous in endeavoring to establish their own
tenets and disprove all others. In the midst of this war of words and
tumult of opinions, I often said to myself: “What is to be done? Who of
all these parties are right; or, are they all wrong together? If any one of
them be right, which is it, and how shall I know it?”

While I was laboring under the extreme difficulties caused by the con-
tests of these parties of religionists,  was one day reading the Epistle of
James, first chapter and fifth verse, which reads: “If any of you lack wis-
dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him.” Never did any passage of scripture come
with more power to the heart of man than this did at this time to mine.
It seemed to enter with great force into every feeling of my heart. I re-
flected on it again and again, knowing that if any person needed wis-
dom from God, I did; for how to act I did not know, and unless I could
get more wisdom than I then had, I would never know; for the teachers
of religion of the different sects understood the same passages of scrip-
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ture so differently as to destroy all confidence in settling the question by
an appeal to the Bible.

At length I came to the conclusion that I must either remain in dark-
ness and confusion, or else I must do as James directs, that is, ask of
God. I at length came to the determination to “ask of God,” concluding
that if he gave wisdom to them that lacked wisdom, and would give
liberally, and not upbraid, I might venture.

So, in accordance with this, my determination to ask of God, I retired
to the woods to make the attempt. It was on the morning of a beautiful,
clear day, early in the spring of eighteen hundred and twenty. It was the
first time in my life that I had made such an attempt, for amidst all my
anxieties | had never as yet made the attempt to pray vocally.

After I had retired to the place where I had previously designed to
go, having looked around me, and finding myself alone, I kneeled down
and began to offer up the desires of my heart to God. I had scarcely done
so, when immedjiately I was seized upon by some power which entirely
overcame me, and had such an astonishing influence over me as to bind
my tongue so that I could not speak. Thick darkness gathered around
me, and it seemed to me for a time as if I were doomed to sudden de-
struction. But, exerting all my powers to call upon God to deliver me
out of the power of this enemy which had seized upon me, and at the
very moment when I was ready to sink into despair and abandon my-
self to destruction—not to an imaginary ruin, but to the power of some
actual being from the unseen world, who had such marvelous power as
I had never before felt in any being—just at this moment of great alarm,
I saw a pillar of light exactly over my head, above the brightness of the
sun, which descended gradually until it fell upon me. It no sooner ap-
peared than I found myself delivered from the enemy which held me
bound. When the light rested upon me I saw two Personages, whose
brightness and glory defy all description, standing above me in the air.
One of them spake unto me, calling me by name and said, pointing to
the other—"TH1s 1s My BeLovep Son. Hear Him!”

My object in going to inquire of the Lord was to know which of all
the sects was right, that I might know which to join. No sooner, there-
fore, did I get possession of myself, so as to be able to speak, than I
asked the Personages who stood above me in the light, which of all the
sects was right (for at this time it had never entered into my heart that
all were wrong)—and which I should join. I was answered that I must
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join none of them, for they were all wrong; and the Personage who ad-
dressed me said that all their creeds were an abomination in his sight;
that those professors were all corrupt; that: “they draw near to me with
their lips, but their hearts are far from me, they teach for doctrines the
commandments of men, having a form of godliness, but they deny the
power thereof.” He again forbade me to join with any of them; and
many other things did he say unto me, which I cannot write at this time.

When I came to myself again, I found myself lying on my back, look-
ing up into heaven. When the light had departed, I had no strength; but
soon recovering in some degree, I went home. And as I leaned up to
the fireplace, mother inquired what the matter was. I replied, “Never
mind, all is well—I am well enough off.” I then said to my mother, “I
have learned for myself that Presbyterianism is not true.” It seems as
though the adversary was aware, at a very early period of my life, that I
was destined to prove a disturber and an annoyer of his kingdom; else
why should the powers of darkness combine against me? Why the op-
position and persecution that arose against me, almost in my infancy?

Joseph Smith and Sidney Rigdon see Christ in a
vision
Doctrine and Covenants 76:11-24 and section heading

From a vision given to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Sidney Rigdon, at Hiram,
Obhio, February 16, 1832. Prefacing the record of this vision, Joseph Smith’s his-
tory states: “Upon my return from Ambherst conference, I resumed the transla-
tion of the Scriptures. From sundry revelations which had been received, it was
apparent that many important points touching the salvation of man had been
taken from the Bible, or lost before it was compiled. It appeared self-evident
from what truths were left, that if God rewarded every one according to the
deeds done in the body the term ‘Heaven,” as intended for the Saints’ eternal
home, must include more kingdoms than one. Accordingly, [...] while translat-
ing St. John's Gospel, myself and Elder Rigdon saw the following vision.” At
the time this vision was given, the Prophet was translating John 5:29.

We, Joseph Smith, Jun., and Sidney Rigdon, being in the Spirit on
the sixteenth day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand
eight hundred and thirty-two—by the power of the Spirit our eyes were
opened and our understandings were enlightened, so as to see and un-
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derstand the things of God—even those things which were from the
beginning before the world was, which were ordained of the Father,
through his Only Begotten Son, who was in the bosom of the Father,
even from the beginning; of whom we bear record; and the record which
we bear is the fulness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, who is the Son, whom
we saw and with whom we conversed in the heavenly vision.

For while we were doing the work of translation, which the Lord had
appointed unto us, we came to the twenty-ninth verse of the fifth chap-
ter of John, which was given unto us as follows—

Speaking of the resurrection of the dead, concerning those who shall
hear the voice of the Son of Man: “And shall come forth; they who have
done good, in the resurrection of the just; and they who have done evil,
in the resurrection of the unjust.” Now this caused us to marvel, for it
was given unto us of the Spirit.

And while we meditated upon these things, the Lord touched the eyes
of our understandings and they were opened, and the glory of the Lord
shone round about. And we beheld the glory of the Son, on the right
hand of the Father, and received of his fulness; and saw the holy angels,
and them who are sanctified before his throne, worshiping God, and
the Lamb, who worship him forever and ever.

And now, after the many testimonies which have been given of him,
this is the testimony, last of all, which we give of him: That he lives!
For we saw him, even on the right hand of God; and we heard the voice
bearing record that he is the Only Begotten of the Father—that by him,
and through him, and of him, the worlds are and were created, and the
inhabitants thereof are begotten sons and daughters unto God.

Jesus visits and accepts the Kirtland Temple

Doctrine and Covenants 110:1-10 and section heading

Visions manifested to Joseph Smith the Prophet and Oliver Cowdery in the
temple at Kirtland, Ohio, April 3, 1836. The occasion was that of a Sabbath
day meeting. Joseph Smith’s history states: “In the afternoon, I assisted the
other Presidents in distributing the Lord’s Supper to the Church, receiving it
from the Twelve, whose privilege it was to officiate at the sacred desk this day.
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After having performed this service to my brethren, I retired to the pulpit, the
veils being dropped, and bowed myself, with Oliver Cowdery, in solemn and
silent prayer. After rising from prayer, the following vision was opened to both
of us.”

The veil was taken from our minds, and the eyes of our understand-
ing were opened. We saw the Lord standing upon the breastwork of the
pulpit, before us; and under his feet was a paved work of pure gold, in
color like amber. His eyes were as a flame of fire; the hair of his head
was white like the pure snow; his countenance shone above the bright-
ness of the sun; and his voice was as the sound of the rushing of great
waters, even the voice of Jehovah, saying: “I am the first and the last;
I am he who liveth, I am he who was slain; I am your advocate with
the Father. Behold, your sins are forgiven you; you are clean before me;
therefore, lift up your heads and rejoice. Let the hearts of your brethren
rejoice, and let the hearts of all my people rejoice, who have, with their
might, built this house [the Kirtland temple] to my name. For behold, I
have accepted this house, and my name shall be here; and I will mani-
fest myself to my people in mercy in this house. Yea, I will appear unto
my servants, and speak unto them with mine own voice, if my people
will keep my commandments, and do not pollute this holy house. Yea
the hearts of thousands and tens of thousands shall greatly rejoice in
consequence of the blessings which shall be poured out, and the en-
dowment with which my servants have been endowed in this house.
And the fame of this house shall spread to foreign lands; and this is the
beginning of the blessing which shall be poured out upon the heads of
my people. Even so. Amen.”
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Week 35

Jesus tells of His second coming

Joseph Smith—Matthew 1:4-11, 18-23, 31-40, 46-48

And Jesus left them, and went upon the Mount of Olives. And as he sat
upon the Mount of Olives, the disciples came unto him privately, saying:
“Tell us when shall these things be which thou hast said concerning
the destruction of the temple, and the Jews; and what is the sign of thy
coming, and of the end of the world, or the destruction of the wicked,
which is the end of the world?”

And Jesus answered, and said unto them: “Take heed that no man de-
ceive you; for many shall come in my name, saying—I am Christ—and
shall deceive many; then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and
shall kill you, and ye shall be hated of all nations, for my name’s sake;
and then shall many be offended, and shall betray one another, and shall
hate one another; and many false prophets shall arise, and shall deceive
many; and because iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax
cold; but he that remaineth steadfast and is not overcome, the same shall
be saved. [...]

“For then, in those days, shall be great tribulation on the Jews, and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, such as was not before sent upon Is-
rael, of God, since the beginning of their kingdom until this time; no, nor
ever shall be sent again upon Israel. All things which have befallen them
are only the beginning of the sorrows which shall come upon them. And
except those days should be shortened, there should none of their flesh
be saved; but for the elect’s sake, according to the covenant, those days
shall be shortened.

“Behold, these things I have spoken unto you concerning the Jews;
and again, after the tribulation of those days which shall come upon
Jerusalem, if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there,
believe him not; for in those days there shall also arise false Christs, and
false prophets, and shall show great signs and wonders, insomuch, that,
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if possible, they shall deceive the very elect, who are the elect according
to the covenant.

“Behold, I speak these things unto you for the elect’s sake; and you
also shall hear of wars, and rumors of wars; see that ye be not trou-
bled, for all I have told you must come to pass; but the end is not yet.
[...] And again, this Gospel of the Kingdom shall be preached in all the
world, for a witness unto all nations, and then shall the end come, or
the destruction of the wicked; and again shall the abomination of deso-
lation, spoken of by Daniel the prophet, be fulfilled. And immediately
after the tribulation of those days, the sun shall be darkened, and the
moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven, and
the powers of heaven shall be shaken.

“Verily, I say unto you, this generation, in which these things shall be
shown forth, shall not pass away until all I have told you shall be ful-
filled. Although, the days will come, that heaven and earth shall pass
away; yet my words shall not pass away, but all shall be fulfilled.

“And, as I said before, after the tribulation of those days, and the
powers of the heavens shall be shaken, then shall appear the sign of the
Son of Man in heaven, and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn;
and they shall see the Son of Man coming in the clouds of heaven, with
power and great glory; and whoso treasureth up my word, shall not be
deceived, for the Son of Man shall come, and he shall send his angels
before him with the great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather to-
gether the remainder of his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

“Now learn a parable of the fig tree—When its branches are yet ten-
der, and it begins to put forth leaves, you know that summer is nigh at
hand; so likewise, mine elect, when they shall see all these things, they
shall know that he is near, even at the doors; but of that day, and hour,
no one knoweth; no, not the angels of God in heaven, but my Father
only. [...] and what I say unto one, I say unto all men; watch, therefore,
for you know not at what hour your Lord doth come. But know this, if
the good man of the house had known in what watch the thief would
come, he would have watched, and would not have suffered his house
to have been broken up, but would have been ready. Therefore be ye
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son of Man cometh.”
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The day is nigh

Doctrine and Covenants 29:9-11

For the hour is nigh and the day soon at hand when the earth is ripe;
and all the proud and they that do wickedly shall be as stubble; and I
will burn them up, saith the Lord of Hosts, that wickedness shall not be
upon the earth; for the hour is nigh, and that which was spoken by mine
apostles must be fulfilled; for as they spoke so shall it come to pass; for I
will reveal myself from heaven with power and great glory, with all the
hosts thereof, and dwell in righteousness with men on earth a thousand
years, and the wicked shall not stand.

Doctrine and Covenants 88:86-92

Abide ye in the liberty wherewith ye are made free; entangle not your-
selves in sin, but let your hands be clean, until the Lord comes.

For not many days hence and the earth shall tremble and reel to and
fro as a drunken man; and the sun shall hide his face, and shall refuse
to give light; and the moon shall be bathed in blood; and the stars shall
become exceedingly angry, and shall cast themselves down as a fig that
falleth from off a fig tree. And after your testimony cometh wrath and
indignation upon the people. For after your testimony cometh the tes-
timony of earthquakes, that shall cause groanings in the midst of her,
and men shall fall upon the ground and shall not be able to stand. And
also cometh the testimony of the voice of thunderings, and the voice of
lightnings, and the voice of tempests, and the voice of the waves of the
sea heaving themselves beyond their bounds. And all things shall be in
commotion; and surely, men’s hearts shall fail them; for fear shall come
upon all people. And angels shall fly through the midst of heaven, cry-
ing with a loud voice, sounding the trump of God, saying: “Prepare ye,
prepare ye, O inhabitants of the earth; for the judgment of our God is
come. Behold, and lo, the Bridegroom cometh; go ye out to meet him.”
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Week 36

Prepare for the Millennium

"Millennium” from True to the Faith

A millennium is a period of 1,000 years. When we speak of “the Millen-
nium,” we refer to the 1,000 years following the Savior’s Second Com-
ing. During the Millennium, “Christ will reign personally upon the
earth”.

The Millennium will be a time of righteousness and peace on the
earth. The Lord has revealed that “in that day the enmity of man, and
the enmity of beasts, yea, the enmity of all flesh, shall cease”. Satan will
be “bound, that he shall have no place in the hearts of the children of

”

men .

During the Millennium, all people on the earth will be good and just,
but many will not have received the fulness of the gospel. Consequently,
members of the Church will participate in missionary work.

Members of the Church will also participate in temple work during
the Millennium. The Saints will continue to build temples and receive
ordinances in behalf of their kindred dead. Guided by revelation, they
will prepare records of their ancestors all the way back to Adam and Eve.

Complete righteousness and peace will continue until the end of the
1,000 years, when Satan “shall be loosed for a little season, that he may
gather together his armies.” The armies of Satan will fight against the
hosts of heaven, who will be led by Michael, or Adam. Satan and his
followers will be defeated and cast out forever.
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Doctrine and Covenants 101:23-31

Behold, it is my will, that all they who call on my name, and worship me
according to mine everlasting gospel, should gather together, and stand
in holy places; and prepare for the revelation which is to come, when
the veil of the covering of my temple, in my tabernacle, which hideth
the earth, shall be taken off, and all flesh shall see me together. And ev-
ery corruptible thing, both of man, or of the beasts of the field, or of the
fowls of the heavens, or of the fish of the sea, that dwells upon all the
face of the earth, shall be consumed; and also that of element shall melt
with fervent heat; and all things shall become new, that my knowledge
and glory may dwell upon all the earth.

And in that day the enmity of man, and the enmity of beasts, yea, the
enmity of all flesh, shall cease from before my face. And in that day
whatsoever any man shall ask, it shall be given unto him. And in that
day Satan shall not have power to tempt any man. And there shall be
no sorrow because there is no death. In that day an infant shall not die
until he is old; and his life shall be as the age of a tree; and when he
dies he shall not sleep, that is to say in the earth, but shall be changed
in the twinkling of an eye, and shall be caught up, and his rest shall be
glorious.

Doctrine and Covenants 43:29-35

For in mine own due time will I come upon the earth in judgment, and
my people shall be redeemed and shall reign with me on earth. For the
great Millennium, of which I have spoken by the mouth of my servants,
shall come. For Satan shall be bound, and when he is loosed again he
shall only reign for a little season, and then cometh the end of the earth.

And he that liveth in righteousness shall be changed in the twinkling
of an eye, and the earth shall pass away so as by fire. And the wicked
shall go away into unquenchable fire, and their end no man knoweth on
earth, nor ever shall know, until they come before me in judgment.

Hearken ye to these words. Behold, I am Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world. Treasure these things up in your hearts, and let the solemnities of
eternity rest upon your minds. Be sober. Keep all my commandments.
Even so. Amen.






